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by Rebecca Paveley 

THE new Bishop of Reading has 
urged the Church to move on from 
the row over gay priests and focus on 
championing the Christian faith. 

Revd Canon Stephen Cottrell said: 
‘I hope that the Church can move on 
from the difficulties of the last few 
months and look forward. We need 
to focus instead on how to communi- 
cate more effectively the Christian 
faith to the latest generation. People 
have a longing for God but they do 
not always have a longing for the 
Church. We need to tackle that.’ 

Mr Cottrell, 45, was appointed six 
months after Canon Jeffrey John 
withdrew from the post. 

He said he came to the role with 
‘some trepidation’ because of the 
media onslaught he knew would 
result. Speaking to The Door, he said 
that ‘if I believe I am being invited by 
God, I cannot say no’. He said the job 
of area bishop in Reading would be a 
‘huge challenge’. 

‘I believe that God will resource me 
for it,’ he said. 

The media turned up in force to 
the press conference in Reading 
Minster where his appointment 
was announced. 

He said he had supported Canon 
John’s original appointment for the 
post and counted him as a personal 
friend. He urged the wider Church 
to stop squabbling over the issue of 
gay clergy. 

‘The Church needs to listen more 
and speak less at the moment on this 
issue. We need to listen to what God 



Revd Canon Stephen Cottrell interviewed outside Reading Minster. Photo by Frank Blackwell 



is saying to God’s church. 

‘I am confident that the Church in 
this area can thrive and flourish and 
despite the difficulties I am confident 
about this new beginning. 

‘I hope that I can be somebody who 
can create an environment of trust 
and honesty where we can begin to 
listen to each other. I can offer the 
people of this area joy and hope in the 
Gospel.’ 

Married with three sons, he will 
move to the area at Easter before his 
consecration on 4 May. He is current- 
ly Canon Pastor and vice-Dean at 



Peterborough Cathedral, where he 
has been for three years. 

He has enormous experience in 
evangelism, particularly from a 
Catholic perspective. He was part of 
the group which wrote and developed 
the Emmaus course for evangelism, 
which has now been translated into 
dozens of languages. He has written 
numerous books on prayer and evan- 
gelism, and led missions across the 
Anglican Communion. 

His appointment has been warmly 
welcomed in the Diocese. Anglican 
Mainstream Oxford, which opposed 



Canon John’s appointment, said: ‘We 
warmly welcome him as an evangel- 
ist, a leader in mission and a teacher- 
pastor. We look forward to working 
with him both in the Berkshire 
Archdeaconry and the wider diocese.’ 

Rt Revd Richard Harries, Bishop of 
Oxford, said: ‘He is strongly aware of 
the serious challenges facing the 
Church today, and believes passionate- 
ly in the power of the gospel to trans- 
form individuals and communities’. 

For an in-depth interview with the 
new Bishop see page 5. To win copies 
of his books, see page 19. 
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Fairtrade bid 
by Diocese 



OXFORD Is set to become a 
Fairtrade Diocese, if a motion is 
approved. Synod will be asked to back 
a motion next month which calls for 
the Diocese to support and promote 
fair trade in all its events. 

This will mean that 60% of parish- 
es will be required to use fair trade 
products and events staged by the 
Diocese must also use fair trade. 

If the motion is passed, Oxford will 
be in the second tranche of dioceses to 
champion fair trade. 

At a more local level, dozens of 
parishes and deaneries are already 
using and promoting fair trade. 

Revd Hugh Lee, Rector of St 
Michaels in Oxford - where a 
Fairtrade shop is already up and run- 
ning in the basement and is proving an 
enormous success - said he was 
'absolutely delighted 7 by the proposal. 

'It may cost us more but we are so 
much better off than the people we are 
helping. When the motion went 
through the Oxford deanery, it won 
unanimous support. I hope it will do 
the same at Synod/ he said. 

It will go to Synod during Fairtrade 
Fortnight (March 1 to 14) and at the 
same time Reading, Milton Keynes and 
Oxford are expected to launch as fair 
trade cities. 

For more on fair trade, including 
money off fair trade products, see 
pages 8, 10 and 11. 
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News 



Where we go from here: new 
directions for the Oxford diocese 




RECENTLY a group of us visited our link diocese 
of Vaxjo in Sweden. It was difficult not to be 
envious of their resources. Each parish has at 
least one parish priest, a full-time church musi- 
cian and a full-time verger, all paid for out of a 
church membership fee, perhaps as much as 
2.4% of a person’s income, collected by the state on behalf of 
the 85% of the population who sign up for the Church of 
Sweden. But they are interested in learning from us - particu- 
larly from what they call the voluntary principle - for they can 
sense which way the wind is blowing, even in Sweden. 

So, instead of feeling envious, let us, under God, be glad and 
rejoice in the fact that there is so much ministry in our Church, 
by lay people and clergy, on a voluntary basis and the Church is 
financed on the same voluntary principle. 

Shaping the Future Together , which sets out the five strategic 



directions for our diocese, builds on the fact that the Church of 
England is a highly significant voluntary movement responding in 
creative ways to the challenge of our time. The document is not a 
blueprint from on high: rather^ we are asking lay people and cler- 
gy in each locality, parish, benefice, cluster of parishes and dean- 
ery, to think through what it might be possible to do together. 

For most people in our society today Christianity has become 
a foreign language and church life strange, if not alien. So we 
struggle to find the right way to ‘proclaim Christ afresh’ and to 
create forms of Christian community in which those now out- 
side the Church can find themselves at home and feel themselves 
to be spiritually nourished. All this requires serious thought, 
prayer and commitment. In the months and years ahead I hope 
it will be possible to share some of the fruits of this, thereby giv- 
ing one another a mutual inspiration and encouragement. 

Rt Revd Richard Harries, Bishop of Oxford 



THE DOOR asked two area deans for their view on how the 
strategy was working on the ground: 

Revd Chris Bull, Wycombe: The Strategy Document is a real 
encouragement to parishes and the Deanery to get moving for- 
ward in mission - and once moving it becomes possible for us to 
change direction. The challenges given us in the five Strategic 
Directions require us to work on some specific proposals and 
goals against those elements as individual local churches, as 
groups of churches in the Deanery and in the Deanery as a whole. 
In a complex and diverse Deanery facing many difficulties there is 
a lot of enthusiasm as we face up to these challenges together. 



Revd Catherine Dyer, Mursley: This is a largely rural dean- 
ery. We are all very positive about the changes we are being called 
on to make. Even issues like cutting back on clergy numbers are 
being looked at in a positive way as an opportunity for developing 
lay ministry. There are lots of exciting things going on here - for 
example, we have a very cutting edge youth worker who works 
with the unchurched in schools. 

We are also developing a sense that we are not here just to sing 
hymns on Sunday, but to have a mission to the local community. 
Generally, I would say we are in good heart - we are willing to 
have a go and try new things. 



New print dates for The Door 



THE Door’s publication date 
has changed from a Thursday 
to a Monday, due to unavoid- 
able changes at our printers. 

It will continue to be dis- 
tributed by our deanery vol- 
unteers to churches around 
the Diocese, or is available on 
subscription either via our 
website www.oxford.angH- 
can.org or by phoning Church 
House on 01865 208227. We 
do ask for a small subscrip- 
tion charge of £5 for UK sub- 
scribers or £10 for overseas 
orders to cover our postage. 
Libraries should also stock a 



copy of the DOOR. If you have 
any problems getting hold of 
the paper, please call Penny 
Stephens on 01865 208 227. 

The publication dates for 



issues in 2004 are as follows: 


March 


1 March 


April 


29 March 


May 


26 April 


June 


1 June* 


July 


28 June 


September 


31 August* 


October 


27 September 


November 


1 November 


December 


29 Nov. 



*Due to bank holidays, this dis- 
tribution date is a Tuesday. 



behind the Door ^ 



The Door is published ten times a year. 40,000 copies are 
distributed in the Diocese of Oxford with the help of volunteers. 
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208200. 

Deadlines for MARCH 2004 DOOR: 

Features 9 February; Letters, What's on and advertising 16 February; 
News 24 February. 

While every care is taken to ensure the reliability of our advertise- 
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A million face up to arms traders 



MORE than half a million 
people are killed by armed 
violence every year. That is 
one every minute, a daily 
death toll of almost 1500 peo- 
ple. The lack of effective con- 
trols on the arms trade is 
fuelling human rights abuses 
around the world. 

Rt Revd Richard Harries 
supports the call from Oxfam, 
Amnesty International and 
IANSA (International Action 
Network on Small Arms) for a 
global Arms Trade Treaty, and 
urges the UK government to 
seize this chance to make the 



world a safer place. As the 
world's second largest 
exporter of arms, Britain 
should take the lead. Our aim 
is to collect one million 
photos and self-portraits of 
people all around the world to 
demonstrate to governments 
that we need effective and 
urgent action to control the 
arms trade. 

To join Bishop Richard and 
sign the petition visit 
www.controlarms.org or call 
0870 333 2700. 

Roger Elbourne 
Oxfam Campaigner 
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Bishop of Buckingham The Rt Revd Mike Hill, 
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Oxford churches refuse to 
pay parish share increase 



THREE of Oxford’s largest city 
churches are to withhold pay- 
ments to the Diocese in protest 
at a system which they argue 
taxes growing churches. 

St Ebbe’s, St Aldates and St 
Andrew’s, all major evangeli- 
cal churches, have announced 
they will not pay the 10% 
increase in parish share due 
this year. The money is paid by 
individual parishes to main- 
tain the work of the Church of 
England. 

St Andrew’s was due to pay 
£85,000 but will only pay 
£77,000 - last year’s parish 
share figure. 

Vicar of St Andrews, Revd 
Andrew Wingfield Digby said 
the current parish share sys- 
tem forced growing churches 
to pick up the bills of 
dying churches. 

‘We feel this action is 
extremely mild,’ he said. ‘We 
could have done what has 
been done for years, and 
argued about this amongst 
ourselves but then eventually 
paid up. But we decided that if 
we did that, then nothing 
would change, ever. 

‘Instead, we are going to pay 
the increase into a separate fund 
we have set up, called the 
Deanery Mission Fund. This 
money will be used to help dean- 
ery churches which are strug- 
gling to pay their parish share 
who can prove they have a strat- 
egy for growth and mission.’ 

The new Diocesan strategy 
is seeking to restructure the 
parish share system to make it 
fairer to growing Churches. 



Mr Wingfield Digby said he 
hoped the action of the three 
Churches would focus the 
minds of those implementing 
the strategy. ‘It is encouraging 
but action is needed urgently, 
and we decided to act in 
this way.’ 

He stressed that the action, 
which has been approved by 
the three PCCs, had ‘nothing 
whatsoever’ to do with the rift 
in the Diocese caused by the 
proposed appointment last 
summer of gay Canon Jeffrey 
John as Bishop of Reading. 

Revd Richard Thomas, 
Communications Director for 
the Diocese, said the increase 
in share was common to 
most Dioceses. 

‘As a Diocese, we believe it 
is fair that wealthier churches 
should bear a greater propor- 
tion of ministry costs than 
poorer churches. But we also 
recognise that some evangeli- 
cal churches have felt for some 
time that their success in 
attracting large congregations 
has resulted in a dispropor- 
tionate allocation of share. 
The Diocese has committed 
itself to working towards a 
much more sustainable finan- 
cial model. We have an agreed 
timetable, but because this is 
linked to the level of clergy 
deployment it is difficult to see 
how the decision of these three 
churches will help. The imme- 
diate result will be to penalise 
other local churches, who may 
then have to resort to the 
agreed appeals procedure 
themselves.’ 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 




• Swellings 
• Skin Thickening 
• Restlessness 

• Sleep Disturbance 

• Emotional Distress 

• Pain 




• Dr Vodder Manual Lymph 
Drainage (MLD) 

Marie-France Bewley 

MA (Hons), ITEC. MIIR, MIFA, MLD (UK) 

For more information, 
please contact: 

16Q Oxford Road, Abingdon, 
OXON OX1 4 2AF 

01235 555932 or 
O 01865 558561 

www. mf bewley. or g . uk 
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'omen priests: 10 years on 
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Pregnancy and 



Revd Moira Astin is team vicar at St Mary's Church/ in Thatcham. Six years 
ago, while working as curate, she fell pregnant with her daughter. It was then 
still early days for women priests and the Church was only just coming to 
terms with issues like maternity leave. In the first of a series of articles lead- 
ing up to April's 10 year anniversary of women's ordination, she tells her story. 



WHEN I applied for my first 
curacy, the possibility of chil- 
dren was a question that we 
discussed outside the inter- 
view. My Rector David Cooke 
(St Nicholas, Newbury) raised 
it, in a positive way, saying he 
would be happy for me to take 
time out to have a child if I 
was planning to do that. I was 
at the point where I had not 
really thought about it, I was 
so focussed on being a priest, 
having waited years for my 
chance. But when a couple of 
years later I fell pregnant I 
told David very early on, 
though I waited to tell the rest 
of the congregation until I was 
12 weeks pregnant and passed 
the risky stage for miscarriage. 

At that time David went to 
the archdeacon and asked 
about maternity cover but was 
told that no-one really knew 
what to do! 

Being pregnant didn’t affect 
my ministry - though I did 
start sitting down during my 
sermons towards the end! 
None of my congregations 
seemed to have any problems 
with and fortunately, cassocks 
are extendible so I still wore 
exactly the same clothes. I had 
to get clerical shirts made up 
especially, but that was it. 

I was given maternity pay 
and took in the end just 12 
weeks off, going back to work 
when Emily was 8 weeks old. 
I wanted to do this, it suited 
my personality and I wouldn’t 
have been happy staying at 
home all the time. When from 
the age of 22 you know that 
God has been calling you to 
the priesthood and when you 



get pregnant you still feel the 
same call, you are not likely to 
give up. I certainly didn’t feel, 
in all my prayers, that God 
was telling me to stay at home 
and be a full time mother. 

So I went back to work. I 
was very lucky in that David 
and I sat down and agreed the 
best way for me to spend this 
time was doing home visits 
and taking Emily with me. I 
used it as a chance to go and 



'I certainly didn't feel, in all 
my prayers, that God was 
telling me to stay at home 
and be a full time mother' 



see all the people in the area 
we had been meaning to visit. 
I did that for several months, 
and then when she was six 
months old we found a child- 
minder. I found her by taking 
a list from the local authority 
and just praying about it. 

I found having Emily 
opened up new doors to me. It 
was natural for me to start 
talking to other mums when I 
was hanging around at the 
school gates or at toddler 
groups. I took pram services. 

Of course, it was very 
stressful at times, trying to run 
a house, organise Emily and 
work full time. Being a priest 
is a six day plus week though 
I do try and keep my hours 
under control, though they 
often become 50 or 60 plus a 
week. I found that I could do 
things with Emily and ^:ill 
plan my sermons. I often 
found myself doing it at the 
bottom of ball play areas! 



When Emily was 1 8 months 
old I was appointed team 
vicar in Thatcham. The com- 
munity have really embraced 
me, and Emily. We have start- 
ed a midweek church, after 
school for children and Emily 
comes along with me to that. 
She is at school now so in a 
sense that has made it easier. I 
always take her and pick her 
up, and then start work again 
in the evening around 7pm. 
Arranging childcare is incredi- 
bly stressful, as it is for all 
working women. I’m very 
lucky in that Emily has friends 
whose parents will look after 
her if I have a funeral come 
up. She has also adopted her- 
self several grandparents who 
will always look after her. 

Though it has been positive 
experience, I don’t want 
another child, I’m not sure I 
have the energy for it again! I 
think the Church should have 
a more flexible approach 
towards employing both 
women and men. A lot of 
parishes automatically say 
they want full time posts but 
there is plenty of scope for part 
time work for both women 
and men with caring responsi- 
bilities. The trouble is, there is 
still a fixed idea in the Church 
that if you have a paid full 
time post you are automatical- 
ly valued more than a part 
time or unpaid post. 

This is a debate the Church 
still needs to have. But in 
Oxford, the response to 
women priests having children 
has been very positive. It is one 
of the best dioceses to be a 
woman in. 



Celebrations to mark anniversary 



FOR the 10th anniversary of 
the ordination of women as 
priests we are planning a vari- 
ety of celebrations. A few 
more details - please do put 
this weekend in your diary as 
a weekend to gather with fam- 
ily and friends, to worship, to 
give thanks for women’s min- 
istry and to look forward to 
the next decades of the church. 

On Saturday 24 April from 
noon to 6pm we are celebrat- 
ing in Oxford. During the 
afternoon we will host a dis- 
cussion panel with speakers 
including The Rt Revd Jane 
Dixon. An opportunity to 
hear some answers about the 
state of the church and not 
just the ministry of women. 

We will also celebrate in 
Christ Church Cathedral with 
a ‘Eucharist. Everyone is wel- 
come and fuller details will be 
published next month. 



We will also make time for 
some lunch and some tea and, 
of course, some chat! 

On Sunday 25 April every 
parish church is asked to 
invite a woman to preach at 
their morning services. This 
diocese has several hundred 
authorised preachers who are 
women and on a special occa- 
sion like this a parish may like 
to invite a woman who does 
not normally preach to speak 
about her view of the church 
today and tomorrow. 

On Sunday evening at 
6.30pm the five other church- 
es where women were 
ordained as priests in 1994 
will be hosting services as part 
of the celebrations. St Mary’s 
Banbury, Ss Peter & Paul 
Buckingham, St Helen’s 
Abingdon, All Saints High 
Wycombe and St Mary’s 
Reading. Everyone is wel- 



come, it is wonderful to wor- 
ship with a large church full of 
people so do put this date in 
your diary. The women who 
were ordained in 1994 will 
receive personal invitations 
(we are still tracking some of 
them) and we hope that they 
will return and bring family 
and friends with them. 

You may be wondering why 
this date has been chosen 
when the actual anniversaries 
are the 16 and 17 April a 
week earlier. However, in 
1994 the ordinations were 
two weeks after Easter which 
we are matching this year. 

And, we are wondering, 
what is the class of ’94 doing 
now? More next month... but 
as a reminder there were 66 
women ordained. 

Revd Theresa Scott, 
Adviser for Women in 
Ordained Ministry 



the priesthood 




Revd Moira Astin, of Thatcham, and daughter Emily aged six. Photo by Frank Blackwell 



ORGANIST 

Regular organist required for 
St Mary's Church, Wheatley, Oxford, 
£1,664 - £2,106 depending 
on experience. 

Job share considered. 

For details telephone: 

01865 872583 



W FURNITURE ^ 
RESTORATION 

Antique and modern repair and 
re-polishing of tables, chairs etc. 

Church Restoration Specialists 

Removal of heat and water marks. 

Richard Andrews 

North Leigh 

^ Tel: 01993 773521 ^ 



music at oxford 



Imogen Cooper 
& Priya Mitchell 

A violin and piano recital given by two 
prestigious artists. Sonatas by Brahms, 
Mozart and Faure. 



Sat 20 March 
7.30pm 

Dorchester 

Abbey 



Tickets £5 - £30 
Box Office 0870 7500659 
or www.musicatoxford.com 




EWELME EXHIBmON ENDOWMENT 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

For Children At Fee Paying Schools 

For details send S.A.f. to:- 
The Clerk to the Governors 
Ewelme Exhibition Endowment 
126 High Street, 

Oxford 0X1 4DG. 



Ever wish you had a second 
chance at Education P 



RETURN TO LEARN 

PLATER COLLEGE OXFORD 

• No entrance qualifications 

• No fees (subject to status) 

• No age too old (min age 20) 

Study for the 1 year Certificate of Higher 
Education course(equi valent to the first year 
of a university degree) in the following 
pathways: 

Social Administration, Legal Studies, 
Theology and Social Studies, Business 
Studies with Business Ethics 
(City & Guilds IT Short Courses 
also available) 

You can live in our own purpose built 
accommodation or attend daily if you live 
locally. 

To find out more contact Monica Dolton, 
Tel: 0800 083 0813 (Freephone) 

Or email: admissions@plater.ac.uk 

Or visit our website: www.plater.ac.uk 



COLLEGE 



O X FORD 



RCN: 309719 




Come on a 
FREE taster 
course 16 - 18 
February 
Call for details! 
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People & places 



Pray for our newest ordinands 




The new ordinands, pictured from left to right: Shane Griffiths, deacon, to serve in Icknield Benefice; 
Judith Thomas, priest, to serve in Wargrave with Krowl Hill; Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of 
Dorchester; Russell Dewhurst, priest, to serve in Blewbury, Hagbourne and Upton; Gill Wiggins, 
priest, to serve in Ascot Heath. Over 500 people crowded into Dorchester Abbey to witness the ordi- 
nation, led by Bishop Colin. The preacher at the service was Sister Barbara June SLG. Shane 
Griffiths, the deacon, is married with a daughter. He studied at Cuddesdon but previously had spent 
most of his adult life living and working in Sussex. 

Photo by Frank Blackwell 



Hit it? 

Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 



UAe Steps of St. CPauI 

A Pilgrimage to Greece 

-(inch a 3 day cruise) 

12th -2ist June 2004 

Visit includes: Thessalonica - Philippi 
- Athens - Corinth - Patmos and Ephesus. 
Details from: Rev. Brian Spence 
an experienced tour leader 
The Vicarage, 56 Dukes Ride, Crowthorne RG45 6 NY. 

Tel: 01344 772413 



Juliet Hemingray first trained as an Art and Design teacher in 
Derby, England, 1974-1977. She was unsuccessful in securing a 
teaching post and spent the next few years mending clothes and 
making curtains, etc. It was in 1980 that a friend approached 
her to design and make an embroidered preaching scarfAippet 
that he would wear at children's services. He wanted to express 
the Gospel in a lively and colourful way, and so was created the 
first design of the God of creation who made the heaven and the 
earth - a fun scene of hills, sheep, fish, and stars, moon, sun and 
sky. 

Inevitably the business began to grow as her skills became 
recognised. The back room of Juliet's Victorian house was soon 



JULIET HEMINGRAY 

CHURCH TEXTILES 



Creative and professional church 
textile designers, who sketch specifically with 
your thoughts in mind - you don't need to be 
able to draw, that's our skill. 




Our products include over 2000 stole and 
preaching scarf designs, copes, mitres, 
chasubles, altar trontals, pulpit falls, banners, 
clerical shirts, and large stretched panels. 

Please contact us for further information 



Browse the website to see samples of our work 



27 Derwent Business Centre, Clarke St, 
Derby, DEI 2BU 

Tel - 01332 366740 Fax - 01332 292817 
jhct@church-textiles.co.uk 



www.church-textiles.co.uk 



JULIET HEMINQRAY 

CHURCH TEXTILES 



bursting at the seams and customers were enthralled by the 
array of colons in such a small area. Her Aladdin's cave has 
now transferred to an equally bright setting of an old 
Victorian railway bonded warehouse. Over the years she has 
been commissioned to produce 1000's upon 1000's of stoles, 
altar frontals, banners, copes, mitres, chasubles and other 
religious regalia. 

The Archbishop of the Canterbury, the Most Rev. and Right 
Honourable Dr. George Carey recognised her gift at a clerical 
conference and invited her to make his Enthronement robes 
which were seen by millions around the world. 

On the release of Terry Waite his church asked for a special 
chasuble to be made to celebrate his freedom from captivity. 
Rich golds, yellow and oranges were to become the 
combination of colours used for a dynamic design that 
portrays the light that he was starved of for so long. 

Her forte is in being able to take a seed of an idea and make 
something that is not only a visual aid to worship but also 
something of quality and beauty that will speak of the 
fullness and richness of the Gospel of Christ. 

The range we have is extensive yet flexible, showing 
traditional and modern styles thus suiting individual 
requirements. 

Our designs are based on biblical themes and symbols which 
have been used through generations of worship and are 
available in all the liturgical colours and worked on a 
selection of fabrics. 

Large commissions are individually designed to be in 
harmony with the buildings architecture, and interior 
furnishings alongside which they are placed. All our work is 
produced to a high standard and made in quality materials, 
as recognised by the Guild of Master Craftsmen, EMTEX 
(East Midlands Clothing and Textile Association), and NACS 
(The National Association of Church Suppliers). 

Please visit us at the C RE Exhibition in Exeter, 5-7 February 
2004. 



Reuniting the 
Henley pilgrims 

ON 15 February 2000 46 of 
us departed for twelve days 
of pilgrimage in the Holy 
Land. We could never have 
imagined that this would be 
the last party from the 
Diocese of Oxford to travel 
to Israel/Palestine before the 
disastrous sequence of 
events which still embroil 
that country. The Henley 
Deanery Pilgrimage had 
been many months in prepa- 
ration. The leader was our 
then Area Bishop, the Right 
Reverend Anthony Russell. 
The pilgrimage was a great 
experience for all - sadly all 
suggestions or plans for a 
‘repeat’ were stifled within 
months of our return by the 
cloud of violent bombing and 
aggressive attacks. The 
steady flow of pilgrims dried 
to a mere trickle and then 
ceased altogether: 

February 15th this year 
will be the fourth anniver- 
sary of our departure and 
we began thinking about 
coming together again to see 
how we have fared on the 
pilgrimage of life. Our 
leader is now a very busy 
Diocesan bishop but despite 
this Bishop Anthony will be 
he with us on Sunday 15 
February. Our dear guide 
Isaac Karasenti will also join 
us. The final question is: will 
you he there? 

There will be presentations 
on tourism in the Holy Land 
as well as time for reflection 
before a meal and Evensong in 
the parish church of Goring. 
This year has been difficult 
for all the people in the 
Holy Land, and there is still 
a long way to go. Isaac tells 
me you can walk through 
the Holy Sepulchre in 
Jerusalem now and the only 
people you meet are the 
priests and monks going 
about their devotions. No 
visitors. Isaac has been 
scarred but is still optimistic 
and ever-hopeful. 

He will give us a good 
afternoon and evening; 
then, ‘Shalom, next year - 
in Jerusalem’! 

John Laurie Evans 




Eco-column 



, THE church annually cele- 
I brates four agricultural festi- 
1 vals, Plough, Rogation, 
§ Lammas and Harvest. Each 
1 reminds us that God is a God 
1 of creation; each celebrates 

* the partnership between 

* humanity and God in the task 

* of food production, in the 
J work of agriculture. The need 
| to re-emphasise the link 




Members of the group take a stroll beside the Baltic Sea at Kalmar 
after a morning spent with staff and students at the University 



Swedish trip seals Covenant 
between dioceses 



AFTER a whistle-stop tour of 
the diocese (‘If it’s Friday, it 
must be Kalmar’), Bishop 
Richard found himself, pen in 
hand, in Vaxjo Cathedral on 
the morning of Sunday, 11th 
January. In front of a packed 
congregation, Bishop Richard 
and Bishop Anders Wejryd of 
Vaxjo signed the Swedish ver- 
sion of the Covenant between 
our two dioceses before ordain- 
ing together three candidates 
for priestly ministry in the 
Church of Sweden. 

The temperature outside may 
have been sub-zero, but there 
was genuine warmth all round 
as the busy programme for the 
visitors from Oxford reached 
its climax. The twelve pilgrims 
to the Cathedral of St Sigfrid 
included Lay Chair of Diocesan 
Synod Penny Keens and 
Diocesan Secretary Rosemary 
Pearce as well as Archdeacon 
John Morrison (wearing both 
his ecumenical and his cathe- 
dral hats), Rural and Regional 
Officer Glyn Evans, and four 
area deans, representing the 
archdeaconries and parishes of 
this diocese, not to mention 
Jane MacLaren chaplain at 
Oxford Brookes University, 
who flew the HE flag. They 



had spent three days meeting 
people, visiting projects, admir- 
ing Swedish church premises 
and, above all, learning at first 
hand how very similar are the 
challenges facing the Church of 
England to those facing the 
Church of Sweden and with 
what different perspectives our 
two Churches approach them. 
Despite the fact that formal 
links between Church and state 
were severed at the end of the 
last century, the Church of 
Sweden still seems very close to 
the heart of Swedish national 
life in a way that the estab- 
lished Church of England 
rarely does. 

All were agreed, however, 
that the visit had been a great 
success. The hard work now 
begins, to build on these prom- 
ising beginnings and on the 
increasingly warm relation- 
ships at all levels so that we can 
begin to fulfil the commitments 
made in the Covenant ‘to iden- 
tify common challenges and 
issues facing both dioceses’ and 
‘to explore issues of mission 
and ministry where one partner 
has good experience to share 
with the other’. 

Tony Dickinson 
Diocesan European Officer 



Award for schools-churches link 



REVD Duncan Barnes, team vicar 
at Woughton near Milton Keynes, 
has won a bursary award from 
Ecclesiastical Insurance for a proj- 
ect encouraging links between 
churches and schools. 

He was presented with his 
award at St Paul's Cathedral 
Chapter house by Nicholas 
Sealy, chairman of 
Ecclesiastical Insurance. 




between farming and what we 
eat has gained momentum in 
recent years. The ‘Eat the 
View’ campaign of the 
Countryside Agency, and the 
Rural Regeneration Unit’s 
‘British Food Fortnight’ are 
just two of the national initia- 
tives. Buying local food is 
good for the economics of the 
local agricultural communi- 
ty, and it’s good for the 
environment. Particularly 
good for the environment is 
the reduction in the distance 
food has to travel - ‘food 
miles’ - which in turn 
reduces the build up of 
greenhouse gases. A report 
suggested that an average 



Sunday meal may have trav- 
elled as much as 26,234 
miles *. Today a local farmer 
brought us a year’s supply of 
beef for the freezer which 
had travelled no more than 
about ten miles from farm 
to abattoir and back to our 
freezer! Each county in our 
diocese has produced a 
Local Food directory. 
Buying locally is good for 
the environment, good for 
God’s Creation. 

* Eating Oil: Food in a chang- 
ing climate (2001) published 
by Sustain 

Revd Glyn Evans is the Rural and 
Regional Officer for the Diocese 
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Interview. . . 



God in the life of 

Stephen Cottrell 



BY his own account, the new Bishop of Reading is a passionate man. On the spur of the moment, he 
gave up a promising career in the film industry to work in a hospice and then, after just a few 
months, he was training for the priesthood. His passionate commitment to evangelism has seen him 
lead countless missions and co-write the Emmaus course, which guides thousands to Christ. Asked to 
take the Reading post, he accepted with trepidation because of the media onslaught he knew would 
result. But 'when I am invited by God I have to say yes'. Married to Rebecca, he has three sons, 
Joseph 13, Benjamin, 10 and Samuel, 8. Interview by Rebecca Paveley, photo by Frank Blackwell. 



I WAS not part of a church going family. My par- 
ents had been Church people but like many of 
their generation they had stopped going. I have a 
vague memory of going to a Christmas service 
when I was about six or seven but apart from a 
family wedding, that was it. But then my sister 
started going to the Girl Guides and it was 
through her silent witness that everything 
changed. She had to go to church once a month 
as a Girl Guide and she liked what she found 
there and started going there on Sundays. That 
was at St Margaret’s in Leigh on Sea in Essex, 
where I was brought up. My parents’ conscience 
must have been pricked by this and they started 
accompanying her and taking my little brother 
with them. So it was just my older brother and I 
who were left in bed on Sunday mornings, flying 
the flag for agnosticism. My brother gave in 
before I did and joined the rest of the family. 

I felt like I had always had a deep sense of a 
relationship with God. I used to think about 
God, even if I didn’t consciously pray. But I did 
very clearly think the Church was rubbish - even 
though I had never been! So when I eventually 
went with my family I was fairly determined not 
to like it. I thought if I knew more about it, it 
would provide me with ammunition for argu- 
ments with my parents. 

My first impressions were quite muddled. St 
Margaret’s was firmly in the Anglo Catholic tra- 
dition and had the works - bells and smells. But 
what I found there was a deep sense of the oth- 
erness of God and I found that both mystifying 
and exciting. The other impression I had was of 
the preaching. The curate at the time was an ex- 
miner and he was an Old Testament prophet of 
a priest. I felt he was talking directly to me when 



‘Though I welcomed God I was still 
a reluctant convert to the Church' 



he preached and he really made me think about 
what I was going to do with my life. It was a real 
‘in your guts’ effect so that with this mystifying 
otherness it was a fatal combination as far as I 
was concerned. But though I welcomed God I 
was still a reluctant convert to the Church. 

I was confirmed and joined my family, who 
had all been confirmed by now. As I look back 
now I can see how many people helped me on 
this road to faith - 1 think often of the Girl Guide 
leaders who had such an effect on my sister, who 
in turn re-awakened my family’s faith. 

After I did my A levels, I went to London to 
study media, specialising in film. I’m afraid my 
churchgoing lapsed. If not on day one, then cer- 
tainly by day two. The roots were, I guess, very 
shallow at that time. I didn’t lose my faith but I 
stopped going to church. I still had a passionate 
belief in God. When I went home for the holidays 
I slipped easily into going to church again. 

After college I started working in the film 
industry, which is what I thought I’d always 
wanted to do. I was only a second assistant 
directory a glorified tea boy. I enjoyed it but there 
were some priests at home who I kept going 
back to, to talk about the church. At that time I 
was quite wild really and they handled me amaz- 
ingly well. I had a bohemian, fairly wild life in 
London and they just let me rant and talk. If they 
hadn’t I could easily have been lost totally. 

One day I told my parish priest I thought I 




may have a calling to be a priest but I still had so 
many doubts and anxieties, including the classic 
question about God allowing so much suffering 
in the world. He got tough with me and said, 
you could go on all your life worrying about this 
and not getting the answer you want, or you 
could face up to it as a living reality and do 
something. So as we were sitting in his study that 
Tuesday morning, he picked up the phone to St 
Christopher’s hospice and asked if they had any 
job vacancies. They did, for an orderly. He 
turned to me and said, if you are sure about 
becoming a priest, take this job. So I did. I gave 
up the film industry and a week later started 
work in the hospice. It remains one of the most 
formative experiences of my life. 

Lots of theological students used to come on 
short placements to the hospice and I kept 
bumping into them. I very quickly thought, this 
is what I must do and within a few months I was 
training at St Stephen’s House in Oxford. 

By this time I had met my future wife, 
Rebecca. She had been baptised and confirmed 
in my home church but even so she was a bit sur- 
prised when I told her I wanted to be a priest. 
But she has been wonderfully supportive and is 
very involved in youth work. We married a 
month after I was ordained. 

I went to Forest Hill for four years, which was 
a challenging city parish but I loved it. Then I 
had a phone call out of the blue offering a job at 
St Wilfrid’s church in Chichester, with a day a 
week teaching at the theological college. I took 
it, without realising what I had taken on. When 
I arrived the age profile told me this was a 
church that was dying. It was there I really had 
to think from a specifically evangelistic perspec- 
tive. We wrote to all the youngsters whose par- 
ents went to the Church inviting them to walk 
the 150 miles to Canterbury one summer and 12 
turned up. Two have since been ordained. We 
threw ourselves into it and when we left there 
were 60 kids on my last Sunday in Church and 
the congregation had doubled. 

From there we went to Wakefield where I was 



the diocesan missioner. When I went there, I was 
a fully signed up member if you like of the Anglo 
Catholic tradition. But when we were in 
Yorkshire I came across the whole spectrum and 
started working with and learning from evangel- 
icals, which was very important to me. I learnt 
so much. 

I also started leading missions and then 
became involved in the publication of Emmaus. 
I have always believed that for most people being 
a Christian is like a journey, so evangelism is 
helping people to make that journey. Emmaus 
started in the pre-Alpha days. Five of us sat 
down to say: how can we produce a resource for 
parishes to help them help people make that 
journey. Obviously it is not as famous as Alpha 
but it has been amazingly successful and trans- 
lated into dozens of languages. After Wakefield I 
joined Springboard, who were looking for some- 
body from the Catholic tradition. In total I spent 
9 years in Yorkshire and after that I felt I want- 
ed to return to the ‘coal face’. I didn’t want to be 
an academic or a teacher as such. I’m looking 



forward to being a hands on bishop, I don’t want 
to be sat behind a desk. 

After Springboard I went to Peterborough. I 
never thought a Cathedral would offer me a job 
but I had been praying for a change and God is 
a God of surprises. I will be leaving here with a 
heavy heart in some ways, because I’ve only been 
here three years and it is hard to uproot the fam- 
ily again.But I also have to say that in some ways 
I wasn’t surprised when I had the call from 
Richard Harries. On the day he called I had been 
wondering who they would ask - I knew they 
wanted someone with Jeffrey John’s track record 
of mission and evangelism. 

I was frightened m a way though because of 
the press reaction. I don’t go looking for conflict 
and I knew I would be stepping into the middle 
of a controversy but I also knew that I could not 
say no because of that. If I believe that I am being 
invited by God then I will have to say yes and I 
am looking forward to Reading. It is a huge 
challenge but I believe God will resource me for 
it. I know I will be stretched to the limit. 



ARTisTs in Staged Glass 
David Wasley 

[TiA.ATC.DiPAD.FmGP. 

ConsERyAtoi^ft 

RjEStOR^fion SPECiALisf 

01494 773712 

w ww . 3 rp in i i l e n n i v m a rT f $ t $ . co . v r. 




ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in Oxfordshire, 
at short notice, including weddings and 
funerals. Wide experience : reasonable fee 

Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



NEW AUTHOftS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 



FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 





National 
'Fruit Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft and (many on M27 4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, 
Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

Lots of NEW Special Offers 

FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Tel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 

t Email: deacons. nursery® 
btopenworld 



mm 

Are you a single, 
widowed or unattached 
Christian seeking 
friends, companion 
or future partner? 
Connect Two can help. 

Tel: 01460 72477 

E-mail: 

li Hill 

ninctln2lul@iiliiil.tii 



MAYBE IT’S NEWS TO YOU . . . 

Utllr’ftihilflrea ... the 

Church Times 
is the 

best-selling 
independent 
Christian 
paper in 
- the UK 




Karting at Alpha 

kxsktngibr r< 



fNSIOg Wwt mx&t 

m&td Niztf-M m imf <***•» «• fwmsms- 



For a FREE copy, simply clip the coupon, 
phone 01502 71 1 171, or email subs@churchtimes.co.uk 

www.churchtimes.co.uk 

Send to Church Times, Freepost LON 6705, London N I 0BR 



Please send me my FREE sample copy of the Church Times 



Name. 



Address 

Postcode 

Email mdoori 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Start Booking - it's Holidays 2004 



HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION IN 

WMI3RIA, CENTRAL ITALY 

Newly restored double bedroom flat available year round, 
open fire and central heating. Rural location with excellent 
local amenities, beautiful scenery. New swimming pool. 
Also 3 bed former farmhouse for selected summer weeks. 

Details from: 0117 986 3170 

or Email: jfurber@myrealbox.com 



Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house 
in a charming village near Saumur is 
simply furnished, but comfortable. You 
can fish from the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £250 per week 
but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 
Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 




Action Packed! 

Under Canvas 
With Bible £r 

Tel: oi 753 2781 1 3 Mission Teaching 

FOR: 10-21 yrs / WHERE: Devon & Dorset 

UIHEI1: July & August / FROIR: £90 

For more details & free video loan contact: 

; youth Office, WEC International, Bulstrode, 
Oxford Rd, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8SZ 

Email: youth-bulstrode@lineone.net Website: www.weccamps.com Ref: RP/04 






Cosy, centrally heated fishermans’ 
cottages in the centre of 
beautiful St Ives. 



Only £90 for 2 nights for 2 
people. £30 per night for 
additional nights. 



Includes car parking 

Tel: 01736 795083 



KIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-caterins apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 
Teh 01900 445370 

piiko@hi3hergiiis.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Bam. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcoIemanorfarm.co.uk 



Costa Blanca 

Semi detached Family Villa 
in off road location 

Nr Torrevieja, Alicante 

close by Villa Martin Golf Course. 

Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, 3 terraces. Right next to 
2 pools. Central heating, Cable TV. 

From £260 - £490 p/w 
Villo for sole - Sept 2004 
Enquiries tel: 01189 476664 

Tel: 01189 476664 



BEST VALUE 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 
ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 
Our current prices & maximum age limits are valid 
until 31st March, for any travel this year - hurry !! 

2 weeks Europe - From £18.95 per person 

m Pre-sxistii; medical ciitfitins accepts! 

for people up to 85 years. 

Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 

Real People... not machines!! 







39 



Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: lugo@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



HOLIDAY BUNGALOW 
Near LISKEARD 

Sleeps 4 (One double, one 
twin). Well equipped and 
furnished. Very quiet location. 
Close to many attractions 
including the Eden Project. 
Available March - December 
Further details and rates from: 
E-mail: andykent@lineone.net 
Website: www.streamside.biz 

Tel & Fax 01929 471079 



www.christianholidays.co.uk 



The Christian 
Holiday People 



5 Centres ideal for Family and Church Holidays 
Conferences - Mid-Week Breaks - Alpha Groups 
Special Interest Weeks 



CONWY Beechwood Court North Wales 01492 593405 

SALTBURN Brockley Hall North Yorks 01287 622329 

ISLE OF WIGHT St. Rhadagunds Ventnor 01983 852160 

RHOS-ON-SEA St. Winifreds North Wales 01492 544128 

OVERSTRAND The Pleasaunce Norfolk 01263 579 212 
( Self Catering Bungalow in grounds ) 

COACH HOUDAYS To all the Centres 01200 442645 
2004 COLOUR BROCHURE 01695 573372 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd. A Registered Charity 



Iiy something different 



Dublin 

City Centre 



Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 



South West 

Cornwall 

Rinsey 

Warm, comfortable & 
peaceful. Secluded 
converted chapel, close 
to coastal path. Short 
breaks, all mod cons. 
Sleeps 2-4. 

For information please 
call: 01736 763788 

or visit: 

www.rinseygreen.co.uk 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/10, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



WEC Camps offer an action 
packed, challenging 
experience; a chance to make 
new new friends; time to just 
get away from it all and 
crash out. Our camps are 
under canvas, home for the 
week being a bell tent in a 
farmer's field. Camp beds, 



blankets and pillows are 
provided so youngsters have 
some home comforts. 

We know the value of leaving 
the everyday patterns and 
pressures for a time. Getting 
away from the school and 
home environment many find 
their confidence and social 
skills increase and an 
important part of the 
maturing process is 
enhanced. Facing challenges 
and learning in a relaxed 



informal group situation, is 
also part of the positive 
experience gained, when 
individuals or youth groups 
get away together. 

WEC Camps aim to give 
young people a first class 
holiday in a safe Christian 
environment. We give clear 
Christian teaching and 
present what God's people 
are doing around the world. 
Usually there are a number 
of young people from 



overseas, so camp itself can 
be quite international. 

Our varied programme, 
caters for the sporty and not 
so energetic: camp games, 
outdoor activities, sports, 
crafts, and time just to crash 
out. 

The cost is inclusive of the 
general activities, with 
certain "specials" subsidised 
by the camp. This year: 
Charmouth, Dorset / Beer, 
Devon. Cost from: £90 



Ruthem 

Valley 

Holidays 



A peaceful, relaxing holiday retreat in 7.5 
acres of park and woodland within easy 
reach of North and South coasts. 

The range of trees and shrubs reflect the 
high level of expertise which went into 
landscaping this beautiful undulating site 
some thirty years ago. A perfect setting for 
our lodges and caravans. 

The ide^l location for colour in the Spring, 
for wide ranging attractions of Cornwall 
including the nearby Eden Project in the 
Summer and a base for inland and coastal 
walking in the golden days of Autumn with- 



in 30 minutes of North and South coasts. 
Only three-quarters of a mile away is the 
Camel trail, a combined walk/cycle track 
along the river Camel, nearby fishing, pony 
trekking. The famous Eden Project is just 
12 miles away. 

Centrally situated within easy reach of 
Cornwall's attractions and beaches. 
Tranquillity on site - hear the wildlife not 
the traffic. Pets welcome (by arrangement) 
Family owned/run, our satisfaction - your 
happy holiday. 

Website: www.self-catering-ruther.co.uk 



WEST COUNTRY 

Bed and Breakfast 

2 mins off A38 as you enter 
Cornwall. 1 double room, en- 
suite for the weary traveller. 
Please call for details: 

01752 317799 

Email: 

expattax@btopenworld.com 



SOUTH DEVON 

HOLIDAY FLAT 

just yards from the sea and 
sandy beach. Level throughout. 
Suitable for persons with 
limited mobility. Close to 
harbour & boat trips. 

Tel: 0117 937 3528 or 
0776 956 8798 



D 



SOMERSET 

Self-catering chalet. 
Sleeps 4. No pets. 

Ill: BI8Z3 275524 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 



FRANCE 

Country cottage in 
Cognac vineyards 
Sleeps up to 6, pool. 
From £250 pw. 

Tel: 01793 873594 

email: 

dgj_burch@yahoo.co.uk 



CORNWALL 



Porthleven 

Harbourside cottage 
Panoramic views of Sea 
& Harbour. Available 
throughout the year. 

Tel/fa x: 01326 565034 
or 01752 661351 



MENORCA - Addaya 

2 bedroom apartment, 
sleeps 4 plus baby. 
Terrace with BBQ, 
overlooking shared pool 
and garden. 

From £250 - £450 a week 

Tel: 01793 721897 



SUFFOLK 

Heritage Coast 

Ke»in?land seaside village, near touthwold. 
Sleeps ), fully equipped and linen provided. 
Ideal centre for birduiatdiin? and walkin?. 
3 star IK. do smokers or pets. 

Tel: 01 S 02 740308 
Mob: 07720 619504 



BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



MALTA - BVGIBBA 

3 bedroom apartment, sleeps up to 6 
pmom. (lore to shops, bank 
restaurants. 5 minutes uialk to seafront. 
Transport to and from airport arranged, 
from E160 uteekli) for 2 persons. 
Tel: 01628 773593 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us 
on our converted 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER in France 
in 2004. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, wonderful 
food, and interesting conducted tours. 
Single travellers always welcome and no 
supplements. Special rates available for 
parties of 5 or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 
31 Wellington St, Hertford SG14 3 AN. 

Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



To rent 

MARBELLA/PUERTO BANUS 

Two bedroom, two bathroom 
apt. A/C. TV. Communal pools, 
snack bar. Sea and mountain 
views. Tennis and golf nearby. 

Beach five minutes. 

For brochure / information: 
Tel/Fax: 01494 726953 
Email: red.neaie@btinternet.com 



GUESTHOUSE 

Situated near St Winefride’s 
Shrine. Close to Chester, 
Snowdonia & N. Wales 
coast. Christian run small 
family business. 

For more details please 
phone Pam on: 

01352 712392 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 




Comfortable 2 bedroom 
house, air conditioning, all 
mod cons. Sleeps 6, pool 
& patio. From £250 pw. 

Tel: 01844 275815 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Uz Pedlow 
Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel AA+++ 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 







For further information, please callour friendly 
team - StTe; Sarah or Tony on: ** 

0152789 2945 

Email: cross.publications@virgin.net 

Our Holiday pages are not your usual congested lineage ads. 

Each advert booked is diplayed in a cleat boxed layout. We do not hard sell! 



Orkney Hebrides Wight 
Shetland Scilly Faroes 
....and much, much more! 

4-7 day holidays from your local 
station with personal itinerary 
plus full excursion programme, 
quality hotels, half board, small 
groups 12/35, April-September. 

Travel in confidence with an 
Oxfordshire based rail holiday 
company with nearly 30 years 
experience in the field 




CHILTERN TRAINS 

01844 353500 (fox 352482 ) 
www.chllteriitroins.coin 



SNOWDONIA 

NEAR BALA 

Delightful period riverside 
cottage in peaceful 
surroundings - glorious views. 
3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, 
well furnished. 

Also 2 bedroom cottage style 
bungalow. Brochure: 

Telephone: 

01341 450238 



SNOWDONIA 

NEAR ABERDOVEY 

Stunning views of estuary, sea 
& mountains Comfortable well- 
equipped two bedroomed chalet 
sleeps 4. Shower; bath, 2 wc’s 
Quiet site with heated pool, shop 
& clubhouse. £1 10 - £270 weekly 
Mrs I Cretchley - 01494 71 1959 



TUSCANY & UMBRIA 

Over 1000 self-catering villas, 
farmhouses and apartments, many with 
pools. Ideal base for trips to Florence, 
Rome, Assisi etc. Also Sardinia, Amalfi 
Coast, Puglia and Venice. 15 years’ 
personal service. 

Colour brochure. 01603 812212 
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The rise, fall and rebirth of our Church congregations 



The latest statistics on the number of people 
attending Sunday worship in Britain make 
gloomy reading, though in our diocese the 
decline has slowed significantly. 

When the Church responds to the figures 
by pointing to all the weekday worship 
events, the secular world dismisses it as 
'spin 7 . So should we stop counting atten- 
dances at Sunday worship? Do numbers 
matter? Here, Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, the 
Bishop of Dorchester, argues that they do — 
but they are far from being the whole story: 

ONCE again the annual publication of the Church 
of England’s Statistics for Mission has resulted in 
the usual round of breast-beating and predictions 
of melt-down. In contrast in our own case we could 
pat ourselves on the back and say that the rate of 
decline has slowed significantly and that, in the case 
of young people, we are now seeing a few more 
coming weekly to our Church activities than we 
were a year or two ago. 

However we would be foolish to indulge in over- 
much self-congratulation. Along with many of our 
sister Churches the numbers of people in church 



nationally Sunday by Sunday are continuing to 
decline. There are also plenty of stories of growth 
and of new congregations flourishing where there 
were none before. Here in this Diocese we are 
opening more churches (often using places such as 
schools as their base) than we are closing. Midweek 
services, be they Eucharists or Toddler services, 
attract significant numbers of people only some of 
whom come on a Sunday as well. 

But many look around at their congregations 
and say to themselves that in ten or twenty years’ 
time there won’t be many of us left. 

Yet in the midst of all of these conflicting trends 
I think there are at least three significant grounds 
for optimism. 

The first is that the lay representatives involved in 
the appointment of new Vicars are being very real- 
istic. They know that people no longer come to 
church just because we open the doors on a Sunday 
morning. They know that we need to find fresh 
ways of reaching out to people. They know the 
need there is for life and energy and because of this 
there is, in my experience, no quicker way of ruling 
a candidate out for an appointment than describing 
them as ‘a safe pair of hands’. 

Second, and following on from that, I am enor- 




Should we continue to use the traditional Sunday morning service as a benchmark for the success — 
or otherwise — of the Church's mission? photo by Frank Blackwell 



mously impressed by the quality of people offer- 
ing themselves for ordination. Clearly the Church 
is a partnership between the laity and clergy and, 
as such, needs effective joint-working at every 
level. But the leadership qualities of the clergy are 
a vital part of the equation in benefice after 
benefice - hence my optimism based*on those now 
in training. 

Finally, and much more significantly than either 



of these, the Church is not our invention but God’s. 
As an institution one particular manifestation of it 
may grow or decline but God is well able to build 
his Church wherever and whenever he wishes to. 

Of course numbers matter. After all, our task is to 
take the Good News of Christ to every living crea- 
ture. But at the heart of our existence, both individ- 
ually and as a Church, is God and it is He who has 
said that He will never fail us or forsake us. 



Working to provide better spiritual care for the elderly 



by Janet Parker 

'WHAT will it be like to die?’ This phrase from 
a patient who was suffering from the same 
genetic disease that had already shortened the 
lives of three siblings for whom she had cared, 
is the most significant reason why I am now 
working alongside others already involved with 
SCOP (Spiritual Care for Older People) . 

Di knew the course her illness would take, 
the problems it would cause. Her speech was 
already deteriorating and she was easily con- 
fused. She was living in a Nursing Home offer- 
ing good care, a local Minister visited occa- 
sionally for services but she was not encour- 
aged to join in as she was capable of disrupting 
them. Di could present with behavioural prob- 



lems, often look dishevelled, was not very com- 
pliant and did not fit in with the routine of oth- 
ers. This was all part of her illness and her care 
was very time consuming. Di had been a clever, 
widely travelled, high-powered business- 
woman. She was now reminding us all that, 
despite her losses, she was still a spiritual being 
with spiritual needs and she required help in 
addressing them. Di wanted to do for herself 
the things she was still able to do, she wanted 
help and encouragement to find new ways of 
maintaining her abilities to the full. Where pos- 
sible she wished to make her own informed 
decisions. She had feelings she wanted to share, 
memories both happy and sad she wanted to 
revisit, she was trying to make sense of her life. 
I think Di believed in a God although in all the 



years I knew her she had never attended 
Church. As her own physical environment was 
shrinking she was asking for help in searching 
for the inner feeling of fulfilment. 

My feelings of inadequacy and what 
appeared to be lack of information, or people 
to turn to for help, led me to research into 'The 
Spiritual Needs of the Frail Elderly’ as part of 
my Christian Studies Course. In the late 1990s 
the hospital chaplains and medical social 
workers at the Churchill Hospital found that 
when they were ministering to older people in 
hospital they often met those who had not 
thought or articulated things spiritual for 
many years. The chaplains were concerned 
that when these people left hospital, perhaps 
into residential care any ministry would be 



patchy or even non-existent. Joining with the 
Diocesan Board for Social Responsibility to 
address these concerns SCOP was born. 
Thanks to funding, SCOP is now a position to 
employ a part time advisor. As this advisor I 
hope to help improve the quality of spiritual 
care offered to all older people within our 
communities whether living in their own 
homes or in a residential situation. We will 
continue to raise awareness, offer training and 
develop a library of appropriate resource 
material in order to build good practice in the 
spiritual care of older people.The next fiCOP 
Training Day will be held on 16 March in St 
Helen’s Church Hall, Abingdon. 

I can be contacted on 01367 870394 or by 
email at janet_scop@onetel.com 



FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

[ 01234)325531 



MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 

020 8888 4725 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



Watches Wanted 

Gents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Gold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 
01691 831162 anytime 



M & R BUILDERS 

All Building Work & Decorating 

Nothing too small or big undertaken. 
Free Estimates. 

Tel: 01908 330480 



Retired NNEB 

Nursery Nurse 

Seeks Companion / 
Carer position. 
Milton Keynes 
30 mile radius 

Tel; 01234 714840 



OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 



School of Arts 
and Humanities 



A-level revision weekend courses 

■ Italian AS/A2-leve! revision weekend, Saturday 20 and Sunday 21 March 
(closing date for applications 20 February) 

■ French AS/A2-level revision weekend, Saturday 3 and Sunday 4 April 
(closing date for applications 5 March) 

■ Film Studies AS-level revision day, Saturday 15 May 
(closing date for applications 23 April) 

■ Film Studies A2-level revision day, Saturday 22 May 
(closing date for applications 30 April) 

Intensive Italian weekend 
language course 

■ Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 March 
(closing date for applications 13 February) 

For application forms and further information contact: 

Oxford Brookes Language Services 

Tel: 01865 483692 

Email: obls@brookes.ac.uk 

Oxford Brookes University 

Headington Campus 

Oxford 0X3 OBP 



www.brookes.ac.uk 



Swanbourne House 



IAPS, Co-Ed, Boarding & Day, Prep School for 3-13 year olds 



I I A 




oi 




MORNING 



FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 



For details contact Mrs C Hollowday 
Swanbourne House School 

Milton Keynes MK17 OHZ 

telephone 01296 720 264 fax 01296 728 089 
www.swanbourne.org email office@swanbourne.org 

registered charity no. 310640 



SATURDAY 

13 MARCH 



*> t\t\ A 10.00am 
ZUU4 -1230pm 



LESSONS 



ACTIVITIES 



SPORT 



CHOIRS 



Close to Buckingham,. Woburn, Milton Keynes, Leighton Buzzard, Aylesbury 

Preparation for top public schools 

• I . -• m 9 
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A question of value 



THIS is the best 
diocese to be a 
woman in’. So says 
Moira Astin (page 
3) about her expe- 
rience of having a 
child whilst minis- 
tering full time as 
a priest 
in Thatcham, 

Berks. Her words are testi- 
mony to how much has been 
achieved in 10 years. Yes, 
sometimes the machinery for 
dealing with issues like mater- 
nity leave and pay looks a lit- 
tle old and sounds a little 
creaky in places (for example, 
the grant for a pregnant cler- 
gywoman from the diocese is 
just £150 - a figure that 
hasn’t changed, I’m reliably 
informed, in a decade.) And 
we certainly need to look at 
creating more flexible posts to 
help both men and women 
with caring responsibilities. 
The new Diocesan strategy, 
Shaping the Future, which 
calls for more flexibility in our 
Christian communities, 
should be the perfect vehicle 
for this discussion. The ques- 
tion of value is also central 
here: the Church (clergy and 
congregation) has been as 
guilty as any large organisa- 
tion for seeming only to value 



those in full-time, 
paid posts. If the 
new strategy is to 
work at all, this 
view needs to be 
stamped on 
urgently. Licensed 
lay ministers (or 
Readers) and lay 
people are essen- 
tial to the future of the 
Church. Parishes need to 
embrace all those who offer 
up their talents and time in 
God’s service - be they male, 
female, part-time, full time, 
paid or unpaid. 

I CAN’T not mention the new 
Bishop of Reading in this edi- 
torial. Although I have met 
Stephen Cottrell only once, I 
heartily agree with the view I 
have heard echoed round the 
Diocese - that he is truly an 
answer to prayer. He has the 
gifts needed to take us for- 
ward, and help heal the rifts 
which emerged last summer. 
He handled the onslaught by 
the media with dignity and 
courage - qualities reflected 
by Canon Jeffrey John, who 
immediately sent a message of 
support and welcome to the 
new Bishop. One man has 
found his new home - the 
other, I continue to hope, will 
be offered his soon. 




February Appointments 



Loving our neighbours as ourselves: 
why we should buy Fair trade 




Worker carrying bananas, The Dominican Republic 

photo by Julia Powell The Fairtrade Foundation 



Revd Rosie Bates, Priest in Charge, 
North Hinksey, resigns 29th 
February 2004; Revd Christine 
Beecroft, p/t Asst. Curate St Helen 
w. St Andrew &c St Luke, 
Stapleford, Diocese of Southwell, 
to be NSM Associate Priest, 
Warfield; Revd Roger Clayton- 
Jones, Chaplain, St Mary’s School, 
Wantage, died on 3 January 2004; 
Revd Bernard Dagnall, Team 
Vicar, St. John’s Newbury, also to 
be Canon of Ho, Ghana, Province 
of West Africa; Revd Gregory 
Downes to be half-time Chaplain, 
Pembroke College, Oxford; Revd 
Tracey Doyle, Asst. Curate, Great 
Horwood, to be Priest-in-charge, 
ivinghoe w. Pitstone 6c Slapton; 
Revd Peter Faulkner, Team Vicar, 
Aylesbury with Bierton 6c Hulcott, 
retires in March 2004; Revd Stuart 
Gay, Asst. Curate, Sunningdale 
Holy Trinity, to be Vicar; St. Philip, 



Margate, Diocese of Canterbury; 
Revd Stephen Hampton, Chaplain, 
Exeter College, to be Tutor at St 
John’s, Durham; Revd Elizabeth 
Johnson, NSM Bladon w. 

Woodstock, to have House for 
Duty, Shill Valley and Broadshire; 
Revd Caroline King, Associate 
Priest, Wheatley Team Ministry, to 
have House for Duty, Wheatley 
Team Ministry; Revd Tim 

Norman, Curate, Chipping Norton 
Team Ministry, to be Asst. 
Chaplain, St. Michael’s, Paris; Revd 
John Russell has resigned from 
stipendiary ministry, unlicensed in 
secular employment; Revd Nigel 
Sanders, NSM, Furze Platt St Peter; 
has retired; Revd Jeffrey Whale, 
Associate Priest, Chenies 6c Little 
Chalfont, Latimer and Flaunden, 
has retired; Revd Hugh Wybrew, 
Vicar; Oxford St Mary Magdalen, is 
to retire in September. 



By Maranda St John 
Nicolle, diocesan world 
development adviser and 
coordinator of Christian 
Concern for One World 
IN the late 1990s, conditions for 
the banana farmers of Juliana 
and Jaramillo, two villages in 
the Dominican Republic, were 
grim. Farmers were not making 
enough to meet their needs. The 
community’s water system had 
fallen into disrepair; buildings 
were crumbling; there was little 
sanitation; and parents could 
not always provide food for 
their children. 

Then in 2000, some of the 
farmers entered the Fairtrade 
market. Within two years, 
thanks to the higher prices and 
social premium received by 70 
banana farmers in the Juliana - 
Jaramillo Fairtrade coopera- 
tive, the villages had a func- 
tioning water system, a com- 
munity canteen, sanitation 
units, and the beginnings of a 
community clinic. (1) 

We live in a global economy 
which all too often reflects 
Proverbs 13:23, ‘The fields of 
the poor may produce abun- 
dant food, but injustice sweeps 
it away.’ Human rights groups 
document how workers on 
banana plantations in Central 
America are paid minimal 
wages, blacklisted if they try to 
join unions, and compelled to 
use dangerous pesticides with- 
out protection. Tariff barriers 
force developing countries to 
rely on primary commodities, 
for which farmers receive scant 
compensation. EU and US sub- 
sidies devastate developing- 
country producers of sugar 
and cotton. Closer to home, 
the relentless market pressure 
on primary producers also 
affects farmers in the UK. 

In the midst of such injustices, 
Fair trade is creating scenarios 
of hope like Juliana-Jaramillo 
throughout the developing 



world. Currently more than 4.5 
million producers and their fam- 
ilies receive its benefits. Not all 
gains are as dramatic as those of 
the Dominican farmers. They 
were able to sell their entire crop 
on the Fairtrade market, which 
few can, as the demand for 
Fairtrade products isn’t yet suffi- 
cient. But stories abound: the 
UCIRI coffee cooperative in 
southern Mexico has started an 
agricultural school and a jam 
factory to provide local employ- 
ment; the Igara Growers Tea 
Factory in Uganda has funded a 
new maternity clinic so that 
women in labour no longer have 
to be carried up to 60km to 
receive medical attention; the 
women of CLAP in Lima can 
educate their children. 

'the labourer is worthy of 
his hire’ 

Fair trade works by ensuring 
producers like Juliana- 
Jaramillo, UCIRI and others ‘a 
fair and just reward in return 
for labour;’ enabling them to 
‘build a sustainable future on 
[their] own abilities.’* 2 ’ In return 
for quality produce, traders 
whose products have the 
Fairtrade Mark agree to pay 
producers a price that covers 
the cost of production and liv- 
ing - a $1.26 a pound for cof- 
fee last year, for example, ver- 
sus a market price of 48 cents - 
plus a premium to the commu- 
nity for development. They also 
agree to offer partial advance 
payments upon request and to 
use long-term contracts that 
allow producers to plan ahead. 

The guidelines established 
for the Fairtrade Mark also 
require justice and good stew- 
ardship of the producers, be 
they small farmers’ organisa- 
tions or employers on planta- 
tions and in factories. To fulfil 
the basic requirements, 
employers guarantee, for 
example, decent wages, decent 
housing (when applicable) and 
the right to join trade unions. 



They undertake to comply 
with minimum health and safe- 
ty as well as environmental 
standards, and not to use child 
or forced labour. ‘Process 
requirements’ encourage con- 
stant improvement in working 
conditions, product quality and 
environmental stewardship. 

'You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself’ 

In ‘The Bible and Trade,’ 
Dewi Hughes writes: ‘What we 
do when we shop is engage in 
trade. . . It is impossible to buy 
anything without impacting the 
lives of other people. Since Jesus 
asks us as Christians to love our 
neighbour as ourselves, and our 
neighbour is any other human 
being with whom we come into 
contact, the demand to love 
must prevail when we shop.’ 
Buying fairly traded products is 
one way of showing that love. It 
may cost a few pence more - 
though with the advent of Co-op’s 
own-brand Fairtrade coffee and 
other new products, that’s not 
necessarily the case! - but it may 
also make the difference between 
a decent life and destitution. 

For this reason, many 



churches actively use and pro- 
mote Fairtrade products. The 
article on page 10 highlights 
some particularly innovative 
projects. And now, in an excit- 
ing move, three deanery synods 

- Mursley, Oxford and Reading 

- have proposed that Oxford 
become a Fairtrade Diocese! 
The model for such a move is 
Chester, which became the first 
Fairtrade diocese - with synod 
meetings, diocesan buildings 
and more than 60% of their 
parishes using Fairtrade, prod- 
ucts — in March 2003. Many 
denominational bodies have 
followed suit - in our area both 
the Wessex Synod of the URC 
and the Oxford and Leicester 
Methodist District are working 
to the same end. A motion to 
initiate the process is planned 
for the Diocesan March Synod. 
Fair Trade doesn’t promise to 
be the solution to all the 
world’s problems. It is however 
a very pragmatic response to 
the dilemma of how we love 
our neighbour in today’s com- 
plex world. 

(1) Fairtrade Foundation www.fair- 
trade.org.uk 

(2) International Fairtrade Association 




Ruthern Valley /r ; 

Self-Catering Lodges/Caravans f ; r 
Beautiful rural woodland setting 

No Bar, No Disco, No Bingo 

Tel/Fax: 01208 831 395 

HoUday®ruthernvatiey. hnet.co.uk Ruthern Vtefiey Holidays 
Ruthernbfidge, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 SlU. 
www.self-catering-ruthern.co.uk 




please ring Sue Williams on: 



Fax: 01527 892152 

E-mail: criss.poWicati8BS@virii8.iit 



IT IS SAFE 

The Holy Land 

11 DAYS. 21st - 31st Oct 2004 

Meet the people - visit the places. 
New half-term holiday. All in 
price £960 (no extras) Led by 
regular visitor to the land - 
Rev John Angle. 

Tel: 01963 440469 

for brochure 



Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 

West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and bedroom and is suitable for a single person. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Assodation, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergent call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on: 01295 258859 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA ^^“'itoSSHoUSifig 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 |J| Association 

Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group ** far owcr pcopit 





DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

St James’ Church, Finchampstead, 
Berkshire. 

The post of Director of Music 
is now vacant. 

If you or someone you know are 
interested please contact : 
Churchwarden: Richard Owen - 
0118 973 3111 
Choir Member: Ed Sampson - 
0118 973 2069 

Further information on our Website: 
www.stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 






THE DOOR : FEBRUARY 2004 



9 










Letters 



to the editor 



Yet more ‘Issues’ 



The innocuous 
word ‘issues’ has 
taken on a whole 
new meaning in 
the Church of 
England. First 
we had ‘Issues in 
Human Sexuality’. Now we 
have the rather meatier ‘Some 
Issues in Human Sexuality: A 
Guide to the Debate’. The 
‘guide’ bit implies that the 
Bishops are not in the busi- 
ness of expressing their own 
opinions, just filling us in on 
ten years’ worth of other peo- 
ple’s, and there is some truth 
in this. The document was 
launched at the end of 2003, 
not so much with a bang as 
with a whimper (all part of a 
deliberate strategy not to 
draw any media attention to 
it, apparently). It’s a pity the 
Bishops didn’t have more 
confidence in their product - 
for it has a lot going for it. 
The one thing it does rather 
well (all 358 pages of it) is lay 
out the breadth of ‘stuff’ that 
there is to be discussed. 

The question is, what dif- 
ference will it make? In itself, 
I suspect, very little. 
Documents alone do not 
challenge hearts and minds. 
Only face-to-face engage- 
ment can do that. If, and this 
is the hard bit, it’s the right 
form of engagement. For 
years we’ve been telling our- 
selves, as a Christian commu- 
nity, that we need ‘honest and 
open debate’ about sexuality. 
But, as we know, this is easy 
to say - very hard to achieve. 
How do we talk with one 
another about that which is 
everywhere in our culture 
but, paradoxically, nowhere 
talked about articulately and 
well? A few of us in the 



Board for Social 
Responsibility are 
working on this 
‘how’ question. 
Building on the 
‘Growth through 
listening’ process of 
1998, and making full use of 
the Bishops new report, we 
are offering the resources that 
we have to parishes and other 
groups who are interested in 
working with us to design 
face-to-face engagements 
that challenge us all to 
rethink our perspectives on 
sexuality. A recent such occa- 
sion, for instance, was in 
Wallingford. Andrew 
Goddard, tutor in Christian 
Ethics at Wycliffe Hall and 
co-chair of BSR’s Marriage 
Education group, joined with 
me to address four questions 
raised in advance by laity and 
clergy in the Wallingford 
Team: what is sexuality (and 
homosexuality)? What does 
scripture say about sexuality? 
What role does culture play 
in our sexual values? And, is 
there a distinctively Christian 
sexual ethic? A solid intro- 
ductory session and clear 
ground rules ensured that all 
participants treated one 
another with respect and the 
quality of the listening was 
good. With participants rang- 
ing in age from a few months 
(he didn’t say much!) to over 
90 years old, there was an 
immense richness of experi- 
ence and diversity of perspec- 
tives expressed. 

If you are interested in the pos- 
sibility of a workshop exploring 
human sexuality, contact me on 
01865 208213, or email 

afecrLwebster(gta^ 

Alison Webster is Social Responsi- 
bility Adviser for the Oxford Diocese 




Equal rights for Palestinians; Selecting Biblical 
texts; The Bible as an authority; Recycling candles 



Rights for Palestinians 

I totally agree with Bishop 
Richard’s comments on anti- 
Semitism in his front page arti- 
cle in the December issue of 
The DOOR. But there is a sen- 
tence missing. 

He concedes that some of the 
recent anti-Semitic targeting ‘is 
fuelled by opposition to Israel 
and the United States’. I agree. 
He says that ‘Sharon’s policies 
are disastrous not just for the 
Palestinians but also for Israel’. 
I strongly wish he had included 
another sentence: ‘The 

Palestinian people have equal 
rights (as he asks for Israelis) 
for security and safety.’ 

The fact that so much of 
Christendom has apparently 
disregarded this over 55 years 
(37 of these being Israel’s 
heavy occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza) when the 
Palestinians’ lives have been 
made a misery which worsens 
hourly, demands urgent ques- 
tioning and restitution. 

Judith Dawes 
Oxford 



Collection of disputed texts? 

‘IS what the Bible says our 
controlling authority... or just 
a collection of disputed texts 
from which we select what 
appeals to us?’ asked Dr Philip 
Giddings in December’s 
‘Opinion’ column. 

I don’t want to dispute this 
standpoint. We should, of 
course, respect the moral 
authority of Scripture, and be 
guided by it in matters of 
church discipline. But it needs 
to be balanced by a humble 
recognition that none of us 
lives a life that is altogether 
faithful to the Bible. I’m not 
thinking so much about the 
sections of the Old Testament 
which are no longer practised, 
as about the teachings of Jesus 
himself. Jesus, who taught us 
to forgive and never to meet 



violence with more violence, 
to abandon power and status, 
to divest ourselves of our pos- 
sessions and embrace the out- 
cast. I can’t help thinking that 
it is oiir compromises and 
omissions in these matters that 
truly grieve our Lord. 

There is a danger that we 
reduce the Bible to a kind of 
purity code, which enables us 
to point the finger at others 
and overlook our own short- 
comings. Wasn’t it for this 
that Jesus reprimanded the 
Pharisees? Without under- 
mining the authority of 
Scripture, let us be wary of 
such an attitude. 

Daniel Rutland 
Oxford 



Selecting what appeals to us? 

IF there were just one state- 
ment which persuaded me that 
Dr Philip Giddings was failing 
to give fair acknowledgement 
to those whose views differ 
from his it would be: ‘Is what 
the Bible says our controlling 
authority ...or just a collection 
of disputed texts from which 
we select what appeals to us?’ 

It is surely hard to believe 
that selection based simply on 
‘appeal’ would result in the 
kind of Christian behaviour to 
which many of us aspire. On 
the contrary, it is my impres- 
sion that those Christians who 
find it appropriate to depart 
from the apparent teaching of 
the Bible do so prayerfully and 
with great reluctance, and 
only after very careful consid- 
eration of many often conflict- 
ing factors. 

It is my understanding that 
the Bible as we know it was 
assembled ‘from a collection 
of disputed texts’ by just such 
a process as this. I am puzzled 
that Dr Giddings is able to 
accept that original selection 
process and not a subsequent 
one. Is it that the early editors 



were especially blessed with 
God’s guidance and that God 
no longer has anything to say 
to us? That is not so. God may 
not have the same specific 
messages for each of us, and 
so we may reasonably find 
ourselves espousing differing, 
even conflicting, views. 
Puzzling though this may be, I 
believe we are obliged to 
accept it, and to respect the 
views of others as sincere and 
perhaps even valid. 

Michael Pickett 
Twyford 



The Bible as authority 

IN his ‘Opinion’ article Dr 
Philip Giddings condemns 
those for whom ‘the Bible is 
an authority, not the authori- 
ty’, and who consider that if 
our culture has moved on then 
we are not bound to follow 
what the Bible says, but surely 
this is the position that the 
Church has always held ever 
since Peter had a vision on a 
rooftop in Joppa. 

If Dr Giddings really believed 
what he says then he would be 
committed not only to all the 
Jewish dietary laws but to all 
sorts of other regulations con- 
cerned with sexual matters 
going far beyond those raised 
by events in New Hampshire. 

If we were to follow his prin- 
ciples we would, for example, 
have to stone to death certain 
categories of sexual offenders 
(Deut. 22: 24); we would have 
to accept that a woman is ritu- 
ally unclean for 40 days after 
giving birth to a boy and for 
80 days after giving birth to a 
girl; and we would have to 
exclude from the church bas- 
tards and their descendants for 
ten generations (Deut. 23: 2). 
Now that 40 per cent of chil- 
dren are said to be born out- 
side marriage this would clear- 
ly have far-reaching implica- 
tions for church membership 



over the next 250 years! 

Eric Whittaker 

Kidlington 



Assessing our faith 
and life 

Jesus said to the Pharisees, 
Sabbath was made for man, 
not man for Sabbath: surely 
an invitation to interpret the 
scripture in the light of expe- 
rience and circumstance as he 
was doing. And, in stating 
that we are to love God with 
all our heart and to love our 
neighbour as ourselves, and 
that ‘on these two command- 
ments hang all the law and 
the prophets’, what was our 
Lord doing, unless it was free- 
ing us, and at the same time 
making us responsible, for 
examining and assessing our 
faith and life in the light of 
those commandments? 

Anna Thomas-Betts 
Imperial College, London 



Candles, not only for 
Christmas 

I am wondering if you can 
help me. As sacristan at St 
Peter and St Paul, 
Deddington, I have the 
responsibility for the use and 
disposal of many varieties of 
candles. Our previous source 
of disposal has retired, the 
local recycling system is not 
interested, so I’m left with aq, 
ever increasing number of can- 
dle-ends. I am willing to trans- 
port the candle-ends any rea- 
sonable distance. 

Derrick Wincer 

Deddington 

Tel 01869 338004 



Editor’s note: Now that 
Stephen Cottrell has been 
nominated as Bishop of 
Reading, the correspondence 
on issues surrounding the 
proposed appointment of 
Jeffrey John is now closed. 



Retired homeowners 




Release 

Plans 



You could enrich your 

life.. ■ by taking capital and income from 
value tied up in your property. Consult us 
free of charge for unbiased advice. 

Phone for free infonnatign p ack 

Mitchell McClure Ltd 

01666 860180 

Waitswood House Minety Malmesbury Wiltshire SN16 9QU 

www.equityreleaseadvisers.co.uk 

Independent financial adviser. 

Regulated by the Financial Services Authority 



Want to cut heating costs for 
your Church/Vicarage? 

Many PCCs and Incumbents already 
have with Ecoflow fuel conditioners 
for gas and oil fired systems. 

For further details contact: 
Roseudgeon Enterprises on 

01525 270318 

or e-mail: tonys.price@virgin.net 



THE MINISTRY OF WELCOME 

Volunteers are required to welcome visitors to 

Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford 

during the summer season, 2004. 

Could you spare a couple of hours regularly or occasionally? 

Do you enjoy meeting people from all over the world? 

Can you travel to Oxford easily? (Parking space available.) 
If so, please contact Robert or Jackie Walker, 01235 522361 
who will be pleased to tell you more. 

The Ministry of Welcome is managed by 
The Mothers' Union in Oxford Diocese. 



mothers 

union 



octre for 
ftfvvXUes worldwide 



St Mary’s School 

Wantage 

Telephone: 01235 773800 
Fax: 01235 760467 

Email: admin@stmarys.oxon.sch.uk 
www.stmarys.oxon.sch.uk 

Girls' Independent C of E Boarding 
and Day School Ages 11-18 
Headmistress: Mrs S Sowden 

• Scholarships at Sixth form for Academic Ability 
and Music 

• Scholarships at 13+ for Academic Ability 
and Music, Art or Sport 

• Bursaries for the daughters of clergy 

• Excellence in Art, Drama, ICT and Music 

• We take our weekends seriously! 

• New Campus-Wide Wireless 
Laptop Computer Link 

For further information or to arrange a visit 
please contact the 

Admissions Registrar on 

01235 768323 






s> 



(Ov HENGRAVE 1O1 
XSV HALL 

- Programme of Events 2004 - 

Thursday 19th February 

Quiet Day - Inspiration from the Holy Land 
led by the V&ry Revd. James Atwell 
Dean of St. Edmundsbury and Ipswich 
Monday 22nd March 
Quiet Day - What do you want? 
led by the Revd. Val Spencer 
Monday 3rd May 
Open Day - Grand Fete 
House and Cardens open 11-5: countless 
attractions and side-shows 
Monday 24th May 
Quiet Day - The Vibrant Word 
led by Jacqueline Field-Bibb 
Hengrave Hall stands in some 44 1525 and 1538 for a wealthy 
acres with a lake, varied gardens wool merchant and former 
and parkland. This unique Tudor Sheriff of London, Sir Thomas 
house is renowned for its Oriel Kytson. 
above the Cate House and_ the Elizabeth I was entertained here 
16th c. stained glass window in for three days in 1578 as part of 
the Oratory. It was built between her Suffolk Progress. 

Hengrave Hall, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP28 6LZ 

Tel: 01284 701561 Fax: 01284 702950 

E-mail : programme@hengravehallcentre.org.uk 
Website: www.hengravehallcentre.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 1089391 
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Fairtrade 



For more information on how to support fair trade call 
Maranda St John Nicolle on 01865 874778 



4 



Self Operated Storage 



INDIVIDUAL PRIVATE OR BUSINESS 
SELF STORAGE 

• You Store It • You Lock It 
• You Keep The Key 

Individual units from 20-200 sq. ft. (2 x 18 sq. mts) 

SELF OPERATED STORAGE 
(Oxford) Limited, 91-99 Botley Road, 
Oxford 0X2 0EZ 

VISIT OR PHONE FOR DETAILS 



01865 791611 



ADVERTISEMENfT FEATURE ' 




AUTOSAVE - 20 YEARS OF SERVICE 

Autosave (UK) Limited is celebrating 20 years of service to churches, 
charities, the caring professions and associations as the specialist 
supplier of cars, minibuses and other vehicles. 

The company was founded in 1983 
administer a car purchasing 
scheme for Church of 
England clergy. It now 
supplies hundreds of new, 
nearly new and guaranteed- 
quality used vehicles each month to customers across the UK. 

Today the Autosave range includes people carriers, minibuses and light 
commercial vehicles as well as an extensive range of cars from all 
major manufacturers. In addition to clergy of several denominations, 
the companys customers now include nurses, social workers, teachers, 
prison officers and members of several associations. 

Jane Newett, Chairman and co-founder of Autosave said: I am 
delighted that the company has reached this important milestone. It 
would have been impossible to imagine 20 years ago that we would 
become the key supplier of vehicles in our specialist sectors. 

I believe there are several reasons for our success. We have always 
worked hard to give our customers the best possible service and to 
build long-term relationships with them. We have always offered 
excellent value and because we are independent of any vehicle 
manufacturer we can give our customers impartial help and advice. 
We also have a team of dedicated, experienced staff ready and willing 
to help our customers. 

Our success over the last 20 years is due in no small part to those 
customers. Some have been with us since the early days and they, like 
our newer customers, come back to us every time they are looking to 
change their vehicle. 

Autosave is based in Sheffield but operates 
^r^g^^HH^^throughou^ the UK. The company 
recently move to new, larger 
.. premises to enable an even 
better service to be offered 
to its customers. 

All vehicles that the 
company supplies have a 
comprehensive warranty and breakdown cover. All pre-owned vehicles 
are also prepared to AA quality standards with an independent report 
and undergo a comprehensive history check against outstanding 
finance, theft, major accident damage, etc. This is, said Jane Newett, all 
part of the Autosave service, ensuring that customers can always buy 
with confidence. 





ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

fifFSD • Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTUR1SM, ONTARIO. CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD. HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 





GROVE, Wantage: Maggie Mellersh working in the Cornerstone Christian centre, which has a flourishing shop and cafe. Grove has applied to have 'Fairtrade Village' status. 

Photo by Frank Blackwell 



Working together for justice 



When the motion on supporting 
fair trade comes to synod next 
month , it will be an important step 
on the road to getting the whole 
diocese behind the fair trade cam- 
paign. But it won't be the first 
step: around Oxfordshire , 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire, 
in churches small and large, con- 
gregations and individuals have 
long been hard at work beating the 
fair trade drum. Maranda St John 
Nicolle takes a look at the work 
already underway: 

ABINGDON, Oxon 
Members of the Abingdon 
Traidcraft Group, a task force of the 
Church in Abingdon, sell Traidcraft 
goods at 19 churches in and around 
Abingdon, as well as having stalls at 
local charitable events and a shop 
in central Abingdon. A few years 
ago, the group realized that much of 
its business came from a relatively 
few loyal customers. So in Fairtrade 
Fortnight 2002, the group launched 
the ‘2x2 pledge,’ asking all 
Abingdon’s church members to spend 
at least £2 a month for 2 years on 
Fairtrade products. The leaflet intro- 
ducing the pledge also listed Fairtrade 
products and where they were avail- 
able. It’s hard to say for sure, but the 
group likes to think the pledge helped 
them reach their 2003 sales mark of 
almost £29,000! 

CHESHAM, Bucks 
For Fairtrade Fortnight 2002 in 
Chesham, Emmanuel Church mem- 
ber David Haddock contacted the 
local store manager about three 
months before Fairtrade Fortnight. 
He asked permission to set up a dis- 
play stand in the store foyer with 
promotional literature featuring 



Fairtrade products and for those 
manning the stall to distribute free 
samples of tea, coffee and chocolate. 
Volunteers then manned the stall for 
two hour periods between 10:00 am 
and 8 pm for five consecutive days. 
Every church asked contributed 
some helpers and in all there were 
nearly 100 volunteers. During the 
week they distributed approximate- 
ly 4,000 leaflets and 2,000 free sam- 
ples... and while the store couldn’t 
release its sales figures, Ruth, 
David’s wife and the local Traidcraft 
rep, reported an increase! 
FARINGDON, Oxon 
Churches Together in and around 
Faringdon operates The Mustard 
Seed shop, which sells Christian 
books and Traidcraft goods. Open 
six days a week, it is staffed by 
about 45 volunteers from a variety 
of churches. Because of their efforts, 
says founder Mrs. Plumptre, ‘we are 
able to keep Fairtrade in people’s 
consciousness.’ And thanks no 
doubt in part to this mustard seed 
that the churches have planted, this 
Fairtrade Fortnight, Faringdon 
hopes to become a Fairtrade Town! 
FLACKWELL HEATH, Bucks 
Revd Christ Bull says: ‘Christ 
Church, Flackwell Heath, had 
‘dabbled’ in a few justice issues in 
the past but it had never really 
taken hold, until we discovered the 
Christian Aid publication ‘Act 
Justly’. This excellent material was 
discussed in our homegroups and a 
fire was lit on injustice and fair-trade 
issues. We began by purchasing and 
using fairly traded tea and coffee in 
the after-service refreshments and by 
encouraging the congregation to buy 
fairly traded goods. We started a 



monthly Traidcraft stall and individ- 
ual members also asked local super- 
markets to stock fairly traded goods. 
These were very successful. We are 
now planning for a Traidcraft stall to 
be open every morning in our Church 
Centre and to challenge other village 
organisations to use fairly traded tea 
and coffee.’ 

GROVE, Oxon 

Flourishing shop and cafe, The 
Cornerstone Centre, run by four 
churches. Grove have also applied to 
be a Fairtrade village and are await- 
ing the results. See photo above. 




The giant-sized snakes and ladders 
played here is based on a game devel- 
oped by RISC (the Reading International 
Solidarity Centre) with Nicaraguan cof- 
fee farmers. 

COWLEY, Oxon 

Churches Together in Cowley and 
District worked with Templars 
Square Shopping Centre, the 
Oxford Swindon & Gloucester 
Coop, and Christian Concern for 
One World to put on a series of 
Fairtrade events during One World 
Week 2003. A ‘bring and share’ fair 
trade meal in Iffley parish hall, 
attended by the Lord Mayor, fea- 



tured dishes prepared from fair 
trade, local, and home-jgrown 
ingredients. Later in the week, a 
Fairtrade day at the Templars 
Square Shopping Centre offered a 
giant-sized fair trade snakes and 
ladders game, fairtrade beverages at 
the cafe in the centre, a concert and 
presentation of prizes to the win- 
ners of a fair trade poster competi- 
tion the group had sponsored in 
area schools. 

OXFORD Fairtrade@stmichaels 
A new shop opened recently in the- 
newly-refurbished basement of 
St.Michael-at-the-Northgate Church, 
on Commarket. The business has been 
set up as a Community Co-operative 
both in partnership with St.Michael's to 
welcome-in the local community, but 
also to serve the ‘community’ of third 
world farmers and craftspeople world- 
wide. It buys only from Fairtrade sup- 
pliers registered with IFAT 
(International Federation of Alternative 
Trade) and from small suppliers 
Tcnown and verified by themselves. 

MOTHERS UNION 
Since learning at their 2003 Summer 
Diocesan Meeting how the lives of 
families and whole communities can 
be transformed by fair wages for 
work on tea and coffee plantations, 
members of the Mothers' Union 
around Oxford Diocese are deter- 
mined to use only fairly traded tea 
and coffee at their meetings. At 
parish, area and diocesan levels, all 
meetings will show solidarity with the 
poorest peoples of the world - it is 
such a simple way in which we can 
show our Christian concern. 
Members are also committed to buy- 
ing fairtrade biscuits, fruit and other 
items whenever possible. 
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For more information on how to support fair trade call 
Maranda St John Nicolle on 01 865 874778 




Clockwise from top left: weeding in the plantation: cooking rice and beans for the evening meal; oxen pulling cart; tasting the coffee. Photos by Rosemary Clarke 



Fair trading is their future 



Rosemary Clarke is the Co-ordina- 
tor of GEMK (Global Education 
Milton Keynes ). Not content with 
encouraging students and teachers 
to grapple with global issues in 
term time , she decided to spend 3 
weeks of her summer holiday find- 
ing out first hand about fair trade, 
joining a trip organised by the 
Nicaragua Solidarity Campaign . 
THERE’S nothing like planting coffee 
bushes to help you appreciate a cup 
of coffee! Seedlings had been planted 
by a co-operative of 16 families, nur- 
tured in a nursery 3km off the tarmac 
road. Each one was planted in a 
degradable black plastic bag and 
must have weighed about a kilo. 
Some 200 were loaded onto a cart 
hitched to two oxen and hauled up 
the hillside. Sometimes they needed a 
hand and several of us put our shoul- 
ders to the vehicle or pulled on a rope 
to encourage them up the slippery, 
steep slope. 

And then they had to be taken by 
hand. Whilst the locals managed 20 
with apparent ease, I struggled with 
six, sliding on the muddy path and 
glad to arrive at the place were holes 
had been dug for us to lower the 
plants into. Water bottles, insect 



repellent and sun cream proved vital. 
While working at my own pace, I was 
challenged by our hosts who achieved 
so much more. 

La Pita is part of Nicaragua’s Fair 
Trade production. The farmers get a 
much higher price and it is guaran- 
teed. At a time when coffee prices are 
very low, this makes a huge difference 
to their lives. And yet debt is still a 
problem. This small community owes 
$100,000. But their life style is sim- 
ple: most homes have wooden walls, 
tin roofs and earth floors. Hose pipes 
bring water from the stream to com- 
munal washing areas. Pit latrines are 
situated away from the houses. 
Children play barefoot. The diet is 
usually rice and beans - for breakfast, 
lunch and tea. 

Co-operatives like La Pita work 
together within a second level co- 
operative. These help with loan facil- 
ities, advice, bulk purchase of agricul- 
tural inputs, collection and marketing 
of the coffee. I was very impressed by 
one in Jinotega. A previous co-opera- 
tive had failed with debts of 
$720,000US. In 1997 Soppexcca was 
formed and it decided to honour the 
previous debt, budgeting to pay it 
back over 60 years. Through the skill 



and dedication of its workers it now 
hopes to settle the debt by 2006. And 
the smaller co-operatives are benefit- 
ing too. There’s a sense of direction 
and well-being. Additional payments 
are available to help with the con- 
struction of schools and water sup- 
plies. The quality of the coffee is 
improving and an annual coffee tast- 
ing competition has been instituted, 
using international standards. These 
blind testings enable small farmers to 
compete on an equal basis with the 
larger plantations - and win: last year 
an older lady took the award! 

Coffee farmers in Nicaragua are 
far from rich. Some have no land, and 
potential employers have no money 
to pay for their labour. Some have 
even lost their homes which were tied 
to work. But they are not looking for 
aid or hand outs. They want a fair 
price for their work. As a newly qual- 
ified teacher in 1975 my salary was 
around £1,700. Today’s equivalent 
starting salary is almost ten times as 
much. But the price of coffee on the 
world market is less now than it was 
30 years ago, and Nicaragua is not 
exempt from inflation and increasing 
costs of living. Could you live on £33 
a week - my 1975 wage? Is it fair to 



expect Nicaraguans, and other agri- 
cultural producers, to do so? 

On our flight from Nicaragua to 
Texas at the end of our stay we dis- 
covered the Nicaraguan President 
was on board. Quaking in our boots 
we decided to talk to him about the 
plight of the coffee farmers and our 
concerns about the proposed CAFTA 
(Central American Free Trade Area). 
He listened courteously. You may not 
have such an opportunity, but you 
could not only buy fairly traded 
goods whenever possible, but also 
encourage your friends, relatives, col- 
leagues and neighbours to do so. 




Exclusive Fairtrade offer! 



THE Door has teamed up with eight 
fairtrade shops around the Diocese 
to bring you this special offer of 
10% off fairtrade products. To par- 
ticipate, cut out the coupon and take 
it to your nearest shop by 15 
March. Partipating shops are: 

Abingdon Traidcraft Group, 10 Bath 
St., Abingdon; The Cornerstone, 
Grovelands Shopping Centre, Savile 
Way, Grove Tel.772280; The Kiosk, 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone, 



Central Milton Keynes. Tel. 01908 
230622; Fairtrade@St. Michael's, 
St. Michael's at the Northgate, 
Cornmarket, Oxford; Judith Condor 
Vidal at the Oxford Open Market, 
Gloucester Green, Oxford, 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th Thursdays of the month; The 
Mustard Seed, 19 Market Place, 
Faringdon, Tel. 01367 244821; 
Sustl, Central Milton Keynes Food 
Centre, Tel. 01908 232255, The 
World Shop, RISC, London St., 
Reading. Tel. 0118 958 6692 



10 0/< off producte 

This voucher can be used to obtain a 10% discount off the total purchase price of Fairtrade 
products at the following outlets only: 

Abingdon Traidcraft Group; The Cornerstone, Grove; fairtrade@st.michaels, Oxford; 
Judith Condor Vidal at the Oxford Open Market; The Kiosk, Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone, Central Milton Keynes; The Mustard Seed, Faringdon; .Sust!, Central 
Milton Keynes Food Centre; The World Shop, RISC, Reading 

This voucher cannot be redeemed for cash. 

Offer valid until 15 March 2004. 

Only one voucher per customer. 



the Door 










Fairtrade 




sarly New 20t)3/03 registered 

mL FORD FOCUS 
T^/1.4 CL 5 Doors 

M Autosave Price 



Weekly equivalent £ 3 9.22 S aving£3,000 

• Mileage approx: 9,000 * Air Conditioning 

• Choice of colour * Central Locking * Electric 

• Specification Includes: Windows • Immobiliser 

• Power Steering * Airbag • Radio Cassette 



2000/X registered 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1 .6 OLUB 5 Door 
Autosave Price 



• Colour: Blue 

• Mileage approx: 36,OO0-EI 

• Specification Includes: 

e Air Conditioning • Power 
Steering • Electric Windows 

• Immobiliser 



7 Seats Y*e« 

Central Locking 

Radio Cassette £37 




Nearly New 2003/03 registered 

FIAT PUNT O 1.2 ACTIVE 5 Door 

~ Autosave Price 



y Saving £ 1 ,866 

Weekly equivalent £27.30 

* Electric Windows 

* Immobiliser* Airbag 

* Central Locking 

* Radio Cassette 



Mileage approx: 7,000 
Choice of colours 
Specification includes: 
Power Steering 



AUTOSAVE 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 






Sole 

Funeral Service 



Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral Director. 
Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure 
Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, Oxon 0X7 5PP 

Tel: 01608 644112 - any hour 



Advertisement Feature 



E Taylor & Sons 

FUNERAL SERVICES 
MEMORIAL MONUMENTAL WORK 

0 QU > % 

Private Chapel 24 Hour 

of Rest (SJv. Personal Service 

21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 

, 01993 842421 > 



EDWARD CARTER 



Commitment 

W with 
U OMPASSION 



Funeral Directors 

|| 24 hour service 

DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 

A private, family business, upholding the 
traditional values of dignity and respect 
Pre-paid funeral plan 
1 07 South Avenue, Abingdon 0X1 4 1 QS 

s (01235) 528293 ^ 



K. Y. GREEN 



You can have faith and trust in your local 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 



Cruse bereavement offers support 



Sadly everyone is likely to be affected by 
bereavement at sometime in their lives, 
and often when it is least expected. 

As the UK's leading bereavement charity, Cruse 
bereavement care exists to offer support, 
information and advice to anyone who has been 
bereaved. With 150 branches and 5,500 volunteers 
across the UK, 123,000 people contacted Cruse for 
help and support last year. 

Not every one who loses a loved one feels able to 
talk to their family and friends about their grief. 
Cruse's national Helpline (0870 167 1677) offers 





d) 

jl) 




m 


5XD 


U 


STON 


” 1 


& MARBLE LI 


I'D. 



Memorials & Cremation plaques 
Wide choice of designs 
All types of stone, marble & granite 
Renovations & additional inscriptions 
Prompt personal service 

ABINGDON (01235) 520617 
(01235) 528285 

www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 

161A OCK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 



immediate support and information and essentially 
someone who will listen and understand the 
anxieties and fears that can be experienced when 
grieving the loss of a loved one. The Helpline also 
offers information and advice to anyone who is 
concerned about a bereaved relative, friend or 
colleague. If on-going one-to-one support is 
requested, the national Helpline can refer the 
bereaved person onto their local Cruse branch, 
which also offer support groups. 

The death of a loved one can sometimes result in 
financial insecurity for those left behind. The benefits 
that people are entitled to can often be very 



ARNOLD (HR 



A Local Independent 



OLD FORGE, WETHERED RD, 
MARLOW 
(01628) 898866 
891 LONDON ROAD, 
LOUDWATER, HIGH WYCOMBE 
(01494) 472572 



Al SERVICE 



Family Business 



38 OAK END WAY, 
GERRARDS CROSS 

(01753) 891892 

32 GREGORIES ROAD, 
BEACONSFIELD 

(01494) 685000 



• Personal attention day or night • Private Chapel of Rest 

• Flome visits by appointment 

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk 
PREPAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE 



miWJiffHivm 




complex and confusing, especially to a recently 
bereaved person who is distressed and emotionally 
exhausted. Cruse's Welfare Advisor gives advice on 
these types of financial and also practical matters 
surrounding a bereavement. 

No one ever forgets how they were treated after the 
death of someone close, which is why Cruse offers 
training to organisations in bereavement awareness 
to ensure that the maximum sensitivity is employed 
when working with grieving people. Cruse also 
provides publications for bereaved adults, children 
and those working to care for bereaved people. 

As a charity that depends on the generosity of 
individuals and organisations, Cruse is desperately 
short of funds and volunteers. For more information 
about supporting Cruse please call 0870 167 1677. 



Thomas & Jarvis F.S, 

Proprietors: M & J Didcock 

(A caring family funeral service) 

29 Newlands Ave 
Didcot 

Oxon 0X11 8QA 

Tel: 01235 510292 



Dedicated 
Chapel 
of Rest 



Memorials 

arranged 



Funeral Directors 

29 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 

Aylesbury (01296) 482041 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

Golden Charter Funeral Pre-payment Plan 






Still a Real Family Business 

Private Chapel of Rest at Marsh Road, Little Kimble 



A.E. Baker & Sons 

Established 1907 NAFD 
'A helping hand in your time of need' 

Caring staff available 24 hours. 

Home Visits. 

Private chapels of rest. 

My wishes pre-paid funeral plans. 

For a personal, professional service you can 
rely on, contact: 



Wendy Thome Dip, FD 
Cardinal House, 
Brewery Street, 
Highworth SN6 7AJ. 

Tel: 01793 764664 



John Cammell Dip, FD 
LMBIFD, AMInstlM & his 
experienced team at 5 Park 
Road, Faringdon SN7 7BP. 

Tel: 01367 240572 



(Part of the Oxford, Swindon & Gloucester Co-operative Society) 



GREENS FUNERAL SERVICES 

Established 1866 

A family owned business with five generations 
of experience, offering a personal dignified 
24 hour service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Funeral Directors Keith Green 
and Ian Green 

21 High Street, 

Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 
Fax: 01865 882831 

8 Bridge Street, 

Witney, Oxford 
& Memorial Showroom 

Tel: 01993 776486 





■ n OXFORD’S ONLY A 
INDEPENDENT W 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

S & R CHILDS 

Pharmacy House, 69 London Road, 
Headington 

We are privately owned family business which offers 
a personal 24 hour service to all clients 
Tel: Sandra Homewood (ned Childs) 

(01865) 427272 

Client Car Parking 




Est Before 1879 

TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 



Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 










GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 



Telephone: (01491) 573370 




Oxford, Swindon and Gloucester 
Co-operative Society Ltd. 



• ABINGDON 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

26 High Street 

0X14 5AX Tel: (01235) 554589 

• AYLESBURY 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

1 14 High Street 

HP20 1BT Tel: (01296) 395356 

• BANBURY 

TRINDER FUNERAL SERVICE 

122 Middleton Road 

0X16 4QU Tel: (01295) 272207 

• BICESTER 

RJ TYRRELL FUNERAL SERVICE 

1 1 Manorsfield Road 

0X26 6EH Tel: (01 869) 252888 

• BICESTER 

L HARTNESS FUNERAL SERVICE 

1 1 Victoria Road 

0X26 6QD Tel: (01869) 253282 

• BRACKLEY 

WJ FRANKLIN & SON 

30 High Street 

NN13 5DS Tel: (01280)702356 

• DIDCOT 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

6 The Market Place 
The Broadway 

0X11 7LE Tel: (01235) 512266 

• HIGH WYCOMBE 
CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

110 Dashwood Avenue 

HP12 30B Tel: (01494) 451292 



• KIDUNGT0N 
REEVES & PAIN 

19 Fairfax Centre 
Oxford Road 

0X5 2PB Tel: (01865) 371159 

• OXFORD 

AW BRUCE LTD 
29 Rogers Street 
Summertown 

0X2 7JS Tel/Fax: (01865) 310907 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

2 Hendred Street 

0X4 2ED Tel: (01865) 748855 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 
Holyoake Hall, London Road 
Headington 

0X3 9ED Tel: (01865) 308581 

REEVES & PAIN 

288 Abingdon Road 

0X1 4TE Tel: (01865) 242529 

• THAME 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

8 High Street 

0X9 2BV *■ Tel: (01844) 260067 

• WENDOVER 

SOVEREIGN FUNERAL SERVICE 

3 Holly Court, Tring Road 

HP22 6PE Tel: (01296) 696224 

• WITNEY 

CO-OPERATIVE FUNERAL SERVICE 

The Cemetery Lodge 
Tower Hill 

0X28 5ES Tel: (01993) 706778 




FAS 

www.mywishes.coop 
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Roseudgeon Enterprises 



Advertisement 

Feature 



Sometimes I think we are too 
sceptical for our own good. 
.Most of us are persuaded of 
the need to reduce fossil fuel 
consumption and toxic emis- 
sions, yet how much attention 
would we be prepared to pay to 
claims that there are products 
on the market that can help us 
achieve those objectives? 

For about 11 years now, a 
British company, Ecoflow pic, 
has been producing fuel condi- 
tioning devices for motor vehi- 
cles and heating systems which 
have the effect of reducing fuel 
consumption and toxic emis- 
sions. The Road Research 
Laboratory has confirmed the 
fuel saving and emission reduc- 
ing properties of the products 
for motor vehicles and an 
impressive pedigree of users 
claim similar properties for the 
heating systems products 
including The Houses of 
Parliament, Westminster 
Abbey, The Royal Bank of 
Scotland, the Abbey National 
Building Society, Blackpool 
Pleasure Beach and a number 
of local authorities. 

Tony Price of Milton Keynes 
has fitted these units to a num- 
ber of Churches and Vicarages 
across Oxford and St Albans 
Dioceses over the past 18 
months with in some cases, 
spectacular success. The units 
are relatively inexpensive, take 
only a matter of minutes to fit 
and last indefinitely. Comments 



Tony, "The greatest challenge 
we. face is in persuading people 
that something so simple can 
have such a beneficial effect on 
their heating costs. If every 
individual and corporate body 
had these units fitted to their 
motor vehicles and heating sys- 
tems, then we would go a long 
way to meeting international 
commitments as enshrined in 
the Rio-and Kyoto protocols to 
reduce fossil fuel consumption 
and toxic emissions." 

Interested parties can obtain 
further details from Tony on 
01525 270318 or by e-mailing 
him on tonys.price@virgin.net. 




The LODGE TRUST 

The Lodge 
MARKET OVERTON 
Oakham 
Rutland LEI 5 7PL 
Telephone: 01572 767234 



The Lodge Trust provides a Christian 
home and place of work for adults 
with learning disabilities. 



Opportunities exist for enthusiastic, 
well motivated people to join our care 
support team. 



Registered Charity 
No. 516835 



o 



INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 




MAKE POSTERS to attract attention 
to your church - 
this book will show you how! 

Prepare the Way 
with Posters 

By Yvonne Coppock 
Price: £8.99 

Available post-free from 

POSTERS PLUS 

Tel: 01534-737171 
Email: ycoppock@localdial.com 



Specialised national Training scheme for Nursing and 
Residential Homes to meet requirements of the 

CARE STANDARDS COMMISSION 

LOW COST £<|6 

TRAINING Based on 9 people 

ON YOUR PREMISES AND FULLY CERTIFICATED 

Price Is Per Person Per Course and Includes Tutor, Course Material, 
Registration, Assessment and Certificate Costs 

• BASIC FOOD HYGIENE (ThS 

• MOVING & HANDLING ( 3 Hours) 

• RISK ASSESSMENT (2 Hours) 

• HEALTH AND SAFETY (3 Hours) 

• EMERGENCY FIRST AID (3 Hours) 

• INDUCTION FOR NEW CARERS (2 Hours) 

• DEMENTIA CARE (2 Hours) 

• MEDICATION MANAGEMENT (2 Hours) 

• ACTIVITIES AND REMINISCENCE (2 Hours) 

• CHALLENGING BEHAVIOUR (2 Hours) 

• CARE OF THE DYING (2 Hours) 

• DIABETICS AWARENESS (2 Hours) 

• INFECTION CONTROL [2 Hobrs) 

• ADULT ABUSE AND PROTECTION (3 Hours) 

NEW COURSES 

• INFECTION CONTROL (2 Hours) 

• RECORD KEEPING (2 Hours) 

Registered Training Provider for the Vocational Skills Awarding Body 

National Booking & Enquiry Line 

0870 765 0247 

Email: info@atluk.net 





Advertising 



IS YOUR CHURCH SAFE? 

Don't put staff, congregation and visitors at risk. 
Put health and safety first and have your portable 
appliances tested. 

KINGSMEAD TESTING SERVICES can help you. 
Friendly, Christian pat testing service for your 
church or business. Certificates provided. 
Phone: Grant Foster on 01494 445917 



Tsdyndliam 3~fousincj 
Association 

The Wyndham Housing Association 
provides worry-free accommodation for 
active over 60s. Situated close to the 
cultural and social life of historic Oxford, 
we offer self contained one-bedroom flats 
for sale or rent. 

Services provided include heating, 
lighting, repairs, laundry facilities, guest 
rooms, pleasant court yard gardens. The 
house manager is on call 24 hours a day. 
A cooked lunch and a light supper are 
served to each flat daily. 




For further information please contact: 

The Administrator, Wyndham House, 
Plantation Road, Oxford 0X2 6JJ 

Tel: 01865 511239 



THE MARLBOROUGH SCHOOL 

SIXTH FORM 

Shipton Road, Woodstock, Oxon 0X20 1LP 

Tel : 01993 811431 

Email : admin.marlborough@marlborough.oxon.sch.uk 

The Marlborough School is a popular school 
with a successful Sixth Form offering a broad 
range of Advanced Level GCE and Advanced 
VCE courses. 

Prospective parents and students are welcome 
to contact the school for further details and to 
obtain a copy of our new Sixth Form 
prospectus. 

Head of Sixth Form : Mr R. Thompson 



LADYMEDE SCHOOL 

Little Kimble, Aylesbury, Bucks HP17 OXP. 

Tel: 01844 346154 Fax: 01844 275660 
www.ladymedeschool.bucks3ch.uk 

A Co-Educational Preparatory Day School 
For Boys 8 Girls aged 3-11 years 

Founded in 1939, Ladymede offers a first class education 
with excellent results to local 1 1 + Grammar Schools and 
Senior Independent Schools. 

Come and see for yourself what Ladymede can offer your 
child. For more information please contact the school by 
telephone or email. 

• Confident pupils • Successful pupils • Courteous pupils 

• All children are encouraged to develop their own talents and potential 

• An emphasis on personal achievement in all areas 

• Traditional values in a caring and stimulating environment 

• Friendly family atmosphere 

• A happy and purposeful working environment 

• All Day Care offered 7.45am - 6.30pm 

• Wide extra-curricular activities 

• Academic scholarships available from 7 years 

• Opportunities for individual music tuition 

• Ladymede is a member of I.S.A. 

• We warmly welcome visitors throughout the year 







Located on the edge of Charminster, one mile from Dorchester, this fully 
modernised home stands in 272 acres of beautiful gardens with rural views. The 
Manor provides quality living in a comfortable and caring environment for 
elderly people who cannot or choose not to fend for themselves. There is 24 
hour staffing, nurse call system and all rooms en-suite. A high standard of food 
is a speciality of the Manor with many guests dining with relatives and friends. 

In the grounds are two sheltered accommodation suites with full “hotel” services 
provided by the Manor for the more independent. 

Due to demand the Manor’s accommodation was recently extended with 8 t 
more ground floor en suite residential rooms and 5 assisted living suites. All 
with garden views and fully registered for care. Additionally a new sun 
lounge and conservatory were added together with X L mile of garden paths. 




If you wish to check for vacancies, or would like to receive a brochure 
or visit, please contact: 

Sandra & Keith Shaw 

Wolfeton Manor, Charminster, Dorset DT2 9QL 

Tel: 01305 262340 Fax: 01305 257915 



E mail: - shaw.wolfeton@tesco.net. 
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Cathedral news 

Thousand year 
anniversary 
invite to 
parishes 



CHRIST Church Cathedral is 
a remarkable place. Unique 
for being both a cathedral and 
a college chapel, it functions 
as a place where prayer and 
worship are offered every day, 
as the seat of our Bishop, and 
as a building that is visited by 
around 200,000 visitors each 
year. It is also, importantly, 
the Mother Church for the 
621 parishes in our large 
Diocese of Oxford. 

And yet we began life as a 
simple religious house estab- 
lished, according to tradition, 
by St Frideswide, the 8th cen- 
tury patron saint of Oxford. 
The story of how her saxon 
minster church was trans- 
formed into the magnificent 
cathedral we have today is a 
fascinating one, and one that 
has seen many changes. 

One such important change 



took place a thousand years 
ago this year when, in 1004, 
Frideswide's original church 
was rebuilt and enlarged. To 
mark this event we would like 
to welcome our parishes to 
visit us - to learn something 
about the cathedral - and to 
share in its life today. We are 
therefore writing to every 
parish in the Diocese suggest- 
ing three possible ways of 
making a visit: 

1. Come on a weekday 
morning and celebrate 
eucharist in one of our 
chapels with your own vicar 
presiding. Then stay for a pic- 
nic lunch and a guided tour of 
the cathedral. 

2. Join us for a choral 
evening service on a Tuesday 
or a Thursday evening 
(6.05pm) and stay on for a 
tour of the building when the 




cathedral will be kept open 
especially for you. 

3. Take part in an ecumeni- 
cal pilgrimage to the cathedral 
on Sunday 12th September. 
This is going to be a big event 
and there will be more infor- 
mation in future editions of 
the Door. 

4. If you would like to know 
more about any of these 
schemes please contact Jim 
Godfrey, Visitors' Officer, 
Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford OX1 1DP, marking 
your envelope 'Cathedral 
Visit', or by email on sac- 
risty@chch.ox.ac.uk. 

Christ Church is your cathe- 
dral and we look forward to 
welcoming you here during 
the coming year. 

Very Revd Nicholas Coulton 
Sub Dean 
Christ Church Cathedral 



Chapter House 
shop open to all 

Many people living in the 
Diocese do not realise they 
have a Cathedral or that it is 
at Christ Church. It is the 
college chapel but has also 
served as the Cathedral since 
the reign of Henry VIII. 
Within its precincts is a video 
room and also a well stocked 
shop to cater for all church 
requirements. It has books, 
post cards and gifts of inter- 
est to all, and if you don’t see 
what you want you can place 
and order. Remember if you 
live in Oxford, you don’t 
have to pay to go into your 
own Cathedral! 

Pay us a visit and see the 
stained glass windows and 
famous tombs, we have stew- 
ards to give you a guided tour 
if you wish. If you have a 
party and want a tom; con- 
tact the Sacristy (01865 
276154) who will arrange 
this for you. 

For information for all 
church officials: we are hold- 
ing a sale of candles and 
wafers during February. We 
look forward to your visit. 

Edward Evans, Shop Manager 



Coffee & Cream Gateau 
with Walnuts 

by Ann Way, our cookery writer 

Ingredients 

4oz/125g soft margarine 
4oz/125g caster sugar 
2 large eggs 

4oz/125g self-raising flour 
1 rounded teaspoon of baking powder 

1/2 pint of strong coffee, sweetened with 2 teaspoons of sugar 
1 tablespoon of brandy (optional) If not using brandy, use 1 tea- 
spoon of brandy flavoured essence 
1/2 pint of double or whipping cream 
8 to 10 shelled walnuts 

Method 

You will need two 8-9 inch sandwich tins. Grease and line the two 
tins with greaseproof paper. Collect all the cake ingredients and 
place in a large mixing bowl. Whip them all together until the mix- 
ture becomes lighter in colour and slightly fluffy. It should drop off 
the spoon easily with a little shake. Divide between the two prepared 
tins and place in a pre-heated oven at gas mark 8 or 350°F, 170°C 
(if you have a fan assisted oven follow instructions for your cooker 
for Victoria sponge) for about 18-20 minutes, until the centre can be 
pressed lightly and doesn’t leave an indentation. When cooked the 
cal^e should be a light golden brown. Cool on a wire rack until near- 
ly cold. Return to the tins without the greaseproof paper and prick 
all over with a fork. Take the coffee and add the brandy or brandy 
essence. Pour a 1/4 pint evenly over each sponge and let it soak in. 
Whip the cream until firm but easily spreadable. Place one sponge 
on a pretty dish taking care not to drop the cake as the coffee mix- 
ture will have made it a bit difficult to handle. (If the worst happens 
and it breaks up, just push it into shape again!) Spread the cream all 
over it, keeping about a third for the other half. Place the other 
sponge on top and spread the remainder of the cream over it. Fork 
it into swirls and then decorate with the walnut halves. 




Ridley Hall 




This year's students' Lent Book, "The Shame and The Glory" in A5 day-to-a-page format 
now available from Lent Books (CP) Ridley Hall, Cambridge CB3 9HG for minimum 
donation of £3.00 single copy or £2.50 for multiple copies. Charity No 311456 



IN HUMAN LIKENESS 




An Exhibition of 

Contemporary responses to 
The Stations of the Cross 

St Michael at the North Gate 
Cornmarket, Oxford. 

February 1st to April 16th 2004 

For more information, please contact: 

David H W Grubb 

76a St Marks Road, Henley-on-Thames, 

Oxon RG9 1 LW. 

Telephone: 01491 414109 



The 

SPIRE 

Trust 



Supporting Pupils In 
Religious Education 




The Poetry 

Tony Lucas 
Donald Wetherick 
David Grubb 

Three poets responding to the 
journey that Christ made to his 
crucifixion, drawing on the 
original concepts & incidents 
and developing themes and 
images so that we may make a 
journey encountering trials, 
tribulations and tests at the 
beginning of the 21st Century. 



The Paintings 

E Charlotte Wright 

Inspired by Stations of the 
Cross, this group of twelve 
paintings examines the depths 
and heights of our human 
emotion and vulnerability. Most 
of them have evolved from the 
photo-journalism of recent 
events, particularly in the Holy 
Land. Each painting relates to 
specific aspects of humanity 
revealed both in Christ and the 
people around him, as related in 
the Gospels, especially on the 
final days of his life. 

The paintings are iconistic 
having the potential to disclose 
the meaning and value of our 
own experiences and 
vulnerabilities which can be 
identified with those experienced 
by Christ. The people who 
inspired the expressions and 
gestures weave their own 
stories and follow a 
transformative journey through 
suffering into growth and new 
opportunity. 

For more information, please contact: 

David H W Grubb 

76a St Marks Road, Henley-on-Thames, 

Oxon RG9 1LW. Telephone: 01491 414109 
Or visit our website: www.spiretrust.org.uk 



The Activities 

Tour of the Exhibition 
A Group Visit 
Readings 

Meditation and Reflection 
Talks and Discussions 
Workshops 
Private Event 
Create a Project 
Other ideas 



The SPIRE Trust 

The SPIRE Trust is a Christian 
educational charity offering Christian 
support for the spiritual development of 
pupils in secondary schools. We achieve 
this primarily through our unique 
'Cutting Edge Conferences’ in schools, 
using creative arts based workshops to 
encourage pupil participation. 



The 

SPIRE 

Trust 



Registered 
Charity No. 
1067308 



Supporting Pupils In 
Religious Education 



THE DOOR : FEBRUARY 2004 



15 



News 



Learning to lead: lessons from Willow Creek 



A group from Oxford Diocese 
attended the Willow Creek 
Leadership Summit in the summer of 
2003. The members of the group had 
been drawn from those who had par- 
ticipated in the Servant Leadership 
Course run by the Diocese. Ainsley 
Swift and Theresa Scott , both clergy 
in the Maidenhead Deanery , were 
members of the group and were ** 
enthused by their experience: 

WILLOW Creek was one of those 
defining moments in Theresa’s life. It 
was a conference with new ideas and 
ways of looking at things that also 
affirmed the way of working in a 
parish which she had already estab- 
lished. Ainsley found that the Willow 
Creek experience was marked for 
him by the intriguing content of its 
programme and the apparent integri- 
ty of the outworking of that teaching 
in the Willow Creek community. The 
Willow Creek Community Church 
had grown out of a Bible study 
group in the early 1970’s run by Bill 
Hybels. Now in 2003, at Willow 
Creek more than 18,000 people 
attend one of six weekend services 
and over 7,000 gather for worship 
and teaching at midweek New 
Community Services. More than 



15,000 adults are connected in small 
groups. In other words it works - 
people are being brought to God. 

Here are just two of the highlights: 

Making a Vision Stick 

A leader casts a vision - in other 
words the leader has a clear sense of 
a preferred future - a future as it 
would be if Christ’s mission was 
being fulfilled in that place and the 
task is to communicate that vision to 
the people. Vision is a picture of the 
future that produces passion. 

The Willow Creek vision is to turn 
irreligious people into fully devoted 
followers of Christ. Vision is about 
releasing energy, it is about motivat- 
ing others but it is not just about pep 
talks. A good leader makes the vision 
happen. Leaders cannot make a 
vision happen by themselves: they 
must have a team, A Dream Team. In 
the Willow Creek model they had 
three basic checks to see who should 
be a team member - character, 
competence and thirdly a relation- 
ship factor - the chemistry must be 
right. Even if people had the Christ- 
like character and the competence, 
they did not qualify for leadership 
team membership unless the chem- 
istry in the Team was right. It was 



not just about being able to be 
friends or always agreeing, but it had 
to be a relationship that fed the team 
and its vision. 

Passing the Leadership Test 

This was one of several sessions led 
by Bill Hybels. Although some of us 
probably struggle with this particular 
way of working, the truths that are 
evident about leadership and about 
the way in which Jesus and his disci- 
ples worked together are important 
and provide a model for us in the 
21st century. Based on Luke Chapter 
5 Hybels offered 5 questions which 
need to be addressed by anyone 
bringing together a leadership team. 
Are the people in your team able to 
pass the following tests? 

‘Bias towards action’ test 
‘Can you follow direction’ test 
‘Who deserves the credit’ test 
The ‘grander vision’ test 
The ‘will you leave it’ test 
Teams need to ask: Do they actually 
get on with real work? Will they do 
as the leader asks, if a leader is good 
and can be trusted then sometimes it 
is necessary to follow their lead with- 
out too many questions. Not hogging 
the credit is essential, and the 
grander vision will most often be the 
more costly. Finally are the team 



members really prepared to leave 
other things behind in order to be 
part of the team? 

But the proof of the pudding is in 
the eating. Both of us returned 
enthused and encouraged and not 
surprisingly we found that people in 
our parishes were keen to get some of 
this experience for themselves so we 
went with our small teams (our 
parishes do not yet have 18000 
attending each weekend!) to the 
Birmingham Conference, ‘It takes a 
Team’ run by Willow Creek UK. 

Ainsley works in a Team Ministry 
and before going to Willow Creek 
had begun to toy with the idea of a 
“Vision Group”; a group from the 
parish who would formulate and 
hold the Vision and work out the 
strategy for implementing it. The 
Willow Creek experience affirmed 
this idea and gave pointers to achiev- 
ing it. When the Diocese began 
recently to talk about Servant Leader 
Teams this dovetailed beautifully into 
the flow of things and our Team 
Ministry is looking at organising and 
training a Servant Leader Team (A 
Dream Team - to use Willow Creek 
language!) to further our mission and 
ministry 

Revd Theresa Scott 
Revd Ainsley Swift 




‘Tortured humanity’ 
sculpture on show 



AN extraordinary 8ft high bronze 
statue depicting the head of Christ 
together with a hundred faces 
worked into the shape of a cross by 
Romanian sculptor Dr Doru 
Marculescu is to stand in the North 
Transept of Christ Church Cathedral 
during Lent. Entitled ‘Tortured 
Humanity’ it will be unveiled in the 
presence of the Lord Mayor of 
Oxford and the Bishop of 
Dorchester on 10 February at 
3.30pm. To accompany the sculp- 
ture, a series of lectures have been 
organised. For details of these, see 
the Doorpost. 




gross p.a./ AtR* 



Name: 



Address: 



Postcode: 



Telephone: 



Laniado is the only hospital serving the 250,000 population of Netanya 



The Society will make a donation to the hospital for every 
Limited Edition 2 account opened before the end of March 2004 



Limited Edition z 

■ Investment 
Account 



For further information call 020 7222 6736 



Fill in the coupon or phone u$ for more details 



Catholic Building Society 
7 Strutton Ground 
Westminster 
London SW1P2HY 
Web: www.catholicbs.co.uk 
E-mail: info@catholicbs.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7222 6736 



mmmm friends of laniado uk 

supporting the hospital the: heart m Israel 

■■P 



catholic® 

building society 



Mutuality 

What does belonging to a mutual organisation mean to you? Here 
at the Catholic we think that it means a little more than a Building 
Society owned by its members. 

We believe that we need to look at the reasons why Building 
Societies prospered and then to try and maintain those traditional 
mutual values. 

We therefore want to provide a safe home for our investor's funds 
paying a good and fair market return whilst playing a broader role 
in the housing market by assisting those of more modest means 
onto the housing ladder. 

We thus try to ensure that a proportion of our lending is to those 
borrowers of a lower income grouping who may find it difficult to 
obtain loans through the more traditional channels. In particular, 
we look to direct some of our lending in the following areas: - 

• Assisting tenants to become homeowners through Right to Buy 

• Mortgages to assist single parents and those on low fixed 
incomes 

• Mortgages designed for First time buyers including Shared 
Ownership and Homebuy 

• Mortgages to Housing Associations or private landlords who 
are committed to providing social rented housing 

• Mortgages to Charities or other Bodies providing housing 
assistance to the homeless 

• Mortgages to elderly owner occupiers helping them to 
maintain their property or existing lifestyle 

Of course, the Society also provides a full range of competitive 
mortgage products to assist our members, their families and friends. 

Why not give us a call to find out what the Society can offer to you. 
Alternatively, visit our website - www.catholicbs.co.uk. 

James Gilbourne 
Chief Executive 
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STCOLUMBAS 

HOUSE 



A retreat and conference 
house, with a wide range of 
facilities, where groups and 
individuals can find 
tranquillity and hospitality. 



For details of our 2004 programme 
'a year of simplicity 7 please contact: 



ST COLUMBA'S HOUSE 

MAYBURY HILL, WOKING, SURREY GU22 8AB 
TELEPHONE: 01483 766498 FAX: 01483 740441 
E-MAIL: retreats@st.columba.org.uk 
WEBSITE: www.stcoIumbashouse.org.uk 

REGISTERED CHARITY No. 240675 





Retreats and Quiet Days 2004 


21 Feb 


On Forgiving 


26 Feb 


Quiet Day before Lent 


27 Mar 


Quiet Day for Holy Week 


23 - 25 Apr 


Jane Austen Retreat 


2-7 May 


Icon Writing 


22 May 


Jane Austen Study Day 



Full programme and bookings for organised or 



personal retreats: contact the Guestmaster. 

Alton Abbey, Alton, Hants GU34 4AP 



Community of St Mary the Virgin 

St Mary's Convent Wantage, Oxfordshire 0X12 9DJ 

01235 760170 

Rooms 10 single, 1 twin. 1 ground floor single 
room with facilities for the disabled. C of E. 

Notes We welcome those who wish to spend time 
in rest, retreat and silence within the setting of a 
religious community. Our particular emphasis is on 
hospitality to individuals. Where requested, we try to 
arrange individual guidance. We are also able to 
accommodate a small number of groups for retreats 
and quiet days. At the centre of our daily life is the 
celebration of the Eucharist and the saying of the 
Office. Guests are very welcome to share in these if 
they wish. 

Contact The Guest Sisters 



The College of St Barnabas 




Single & Married accommodation for retired clergy 
Two-roomed flats with en-suite 
Chapels with daily services; libraries; full catering, 
laundry & cleaning 

Situated next door to Dormans railway station 
Enquiries to: 

The Reverend the Warden, College of St Barnabas, Lingfield 
RH7 6NJ. Tel: 01342 870260 www.coUofstbamabas.com 



A quiet retreat for healing, rest, renewal 




Set in beautiful Sussex 
countryside, 

a few miles from the sea. 

Easily accessible by road or rail. 
Daily Christ-centred worship, 
ministry of the Word, Holy 
Communion and twice-weekly 
healing services. Open to non- 
residents. Creative courses and 
special events. 



Craft, music and drama weeks 
Teaching/healing courses for Clergy 
and lay workers 
Clergy and lay training days 

Further information from The Secretary, 

The Old Rectory, Crowhurst, 

BATTLE, East Sussex TN33 9AD 

Crowhurst Christian 
Healing Centre 

Tel: 01424 830204 
Fax: 01424 830053 
E.mail: divine@theway.co.uk 
Web: www.crowhursthealing.co.uk 



The Community of All 



The Community of All Hallows run 2 
Retreat/Conference centres and 4 guesthouses on 
their 47 acre site on the Norfolk/Suffolk border. 



Centre for Christ 

Burstone Manor 




Holidays, Retreats & Conferences 
in beautiful mid-Devon. Open all year 

Families, individuals, church groups all welcome. 

Peaceful setting, views to Dartmoor, good food & 
facilities for all ages. Accommodation for 50 guests. 
Reductions for midweek bookings. 

Graham Loader 

Bible Break 1 4th-1 8th June 2004 



Further details from: Centre for Christ, 
Burstone Manor, Bow, Crediton, Devon EX17 6LB. 



Tel: 01363 82261 



E-mail: centreforchrist@burstone.freeserve.co.uk 
or visit our website: www.burstone.freeserve.co.uk 




• Ecumenical 
Programme of 
Retreats and 
Workshops 



• Comfortable rooms with 
ensuite facilities, catering 
for groups, families and 
individuals 



• Perfect venue for 
Restoration and 
Re-discovery 



• Idyllic location offering 
panoramic views of 
neighbouring islands 



LES 



COTILS 



For more details contact: Paul Chambers 
Les Cotils, St Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands GUI 1 UU. 
Tel: 01481 727793 Fax: 01481 701062 
e-mail: lescotils@aol.com website: ximw.lescotils.com 



College of St Barnabas 

St Barnabas consists of men and women who are 
still dedicated to a Christian purpose and a life 
of prayer. Subject to the limitations of their age 
they still live and work for that purpose. And the 
first thing that strikes any visitor is the 
friendship and sheer happiness of the place. The 
refectory rings with laughter morning, noon and 
night. 

The College is unique in that though it is 
Anglican it is financially independent of the 
Church of England. We are therefore dependent 
upon donations and legacies for the continuation 
of our charitable purpose. 



OXFORD CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE 
FOR COUNSELLING 

Our retreats programme has taken off! Our 
next three are fully booked, but for the rest of 
2004 the following, and more, are planned: 

WEEKEND, MAY 14th - 16th 
The Spirit of the Non-Believer: 

for those who may struggle with their earlier 
beliefs, but find their inner faith is deepening. 
Now booking. 

ONE DAY WORKSHOPS 
AND RETREATS 

on the following subjects: 

• Where is the Spirit at Work 
• Looking at spirituality and our working lives 
• Life's pilgrimage journey 
To reflect the theme of incarnation within us 
Praying with Scripture Using phrases of 
Scripture as ways for the Holy Spirit 
To receive details and dates when they are 
finalised (this March), contact us now: 
OCIC, First Floor, 119-121 London Road 
Headington, Oxford 0X3 9HZ 
Tel: 01865 308889 counselling@ocic.org.uk 



Both centres offer full board accommodation to 
residential groups. St Gabriel’s caters for up to 
100 guests in varied single, double and family 
rooms. St Michael's can accommodate up to 24 
guests in 16 single and 4 double/twin rooms. 

Day groups, in the form of parish, business and 
ecumenical groups also find our facilities ideal for 
meetings, conferences, workshops and family fel- 
lowships. In addition to the main conference 
room, each centre has its own chapel, and various 
sitting rooms that can be used for group work, or 
just relaxing! Audio-visual equipment is available 
for presentations. 

The guesthouses offer accommodation for individ- 
uals or small groups of family/friends. Two have 
self-catering facilities, and two are full board. 
Other facilities include tennis counts, a playing 
field and, in summer months, an open-air swim- 
ming pool. There is wheelchair access into both 
conference centres, and ground floor accommo- 
dation is available for disabled guests. 

The historic town of Bungay is but a few minutes 



Wttcome to fpOTUVClCC fHatt 

Set in a charming 9-acre estate in Upper Wharfedale, this part-Elizabethan 
housem once thq home of Sir William Milner, an architect and a 
corgnijtel^.nitidn. Itret 2 iins th| sense af being a home and each person 
with therniomething ott^n|elyes to add to the 
history df thWaca'fidWng from|ase^e of peace" and refreshment 
th«wdi^» wished, f 

Weplpp^pfer round to welcpife^ris^ Groups, Conferences,; 
Business programme of j^re^'* 

confer^ _ 
are most welcome. 

parcevall@bradford.anglican.org Website: www.bradford.anglican.org 




2-3 Church Street, Warminster, 
Wiltshire BA12 8PG 

Tel: 01985 214824 
Fax: 01985 219688 

stdenys.ivyhouse@btopenworld.com 



ST DENYS RETREAT CENTRE 
IVY HOUSE 



Quiet Days and Retreats 
Spring and Summer 2004 



Quiet Days 

10.00am - 4.00pm 

8 March; 2 April; 5-7 April; 17 May 
18 June; 19 July; 13 August 



Retreats 

17-21 May 

1 1-1 3 June 

21- 28 June 

22- 25 July 



Silent Retreat 
Fr Tim Pike 
The Wine Danced 
Angela Ashwin 
CARM Circles of Light 
Revd E Hughes 6 r Val James 
Live for a Change 
Francis & Elizabeth Dewar 



For further information and booking forms 
please contact: The Warden 



Community of HU Ballous 

Retreat and Conference Centres 

Beautiful 47 acres on Norfolk/Suffolk border. Ideal 
for individual or group bookings. Full board or self- 
catering. Beautiful gardens, tennis courts, a variety 
of animals and an open-air swimming pool available 
in the summer months. 

Residential and Non-Residential groups catered for 

H programme of themed retreats throug&out the year 

Contact the Secretary for further details: 

All Hallows Convent, Ditchingham 
Bungay, Suffolk NR35 2DT 

Tel: 01986 892749 Fax: 01986 895838 

Anglican Community open to all - a registered charity 

Mid-week reductions available 



Hallows 

drive away and we are about 13 miles south of 
Norwich, to which there is easy access by road, 
rail or air. 

For further information, please contact the 
Convent Secretary on: 01986 892749 
An Anglican Community, open to all 
Community of All Hallows is a Registered Charity 
No. 230143 



Community of the Word of God 

Open retreats at: 

St Francis House, Hemingford Grey, 
Cambs 6-9 September 
115 Ridgway, Wimbledon, 12-14 Nov 
and 

Workshops 

Spiritual Direction, 14-15 June 
Leading a Retreat, 15-17 June 
Details: CWG, 90-92 Kenworthy Road 
London E9 5RA Tel: 020 8986 8511 



Coleg y Groes 

A place to rest, think and 
pray in a lovely part of 
Wales. Guided & private 
retreats, Ignatian Spiritual 
Exercises. Send for 
details and news of 
themed retreats (music 
pilgrimage, and 
woodcarving). 
www.colegygroes.co.uk 
colegygroes@btopenworld.com 
Registered Charity 1097864 



' SHELL COTTAGE > 

Situated a few yards from the water's edge 
in a beautiful Cornish fishing cove, Shell 
Cottage provides an idyllic location for 
private or parish retreats, sabbatical 
breaks, quiet days or simply space for 
much needed rest and prayer. 

Although principally catering for those in the 
ordained ministry, Shell Cottage is a place where 
all Christians can come for physical and spiritual 
refreshment. 

Shell Cottage, Penberth, St. Buryan, nr Penzance, 
Cornwall TR19 6HJ. Tel: 01736 810659 

Rooms: 2 single 2 twin, large communal room suitable 
for 18 people for quiet days, study groups, etc., 
small prayer oratory. 

Ideal for cell groups or small groups of up to six. Individual 
retreatants welcome. 

Regular led quiet days thoughout the year. 

Contact: Bridget Hugh- Jones 

E-mail: bridget@sheIlcottage.net 
^ www.sheiicottage.net 



Word for Life Trust 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 

6 February, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 

Our Shield and Defender ' 

7 8 8 February, Sat 10am - Sun 4pm 

Weekend Course - Part 7 of Prayer Ministry and 
Christian Counselling Skills (ACC accredited) 

20 February, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 

The Refiner's Fire' 

20-22 February, Healing Retreat 

Friday evening - Sunday afternoon 
The Gift of Contentment' 

28 February, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 430pm Thank You for Making me Me' 
5 March, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 
Ask, Seek and Knock' 

6 March, Teaching with Ministry Day, 
10am - 430pm 'Overcoming Fear' 

13 March, Creative Day, 10am - 430pm 
'Dance and Movement in Worship' 

Prayer Ministry Days - EVERY MONDAY 
from 2.30pm, 8- EVERY WEDNESDAY from 
10.30am. with teaching, worship and personal 
prayer. 

For further details please telephone the 
Word for Life Trust office on: 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wflt.org 





Coleg y Groes, 
Corwen, 
Denbighshire 
LL21 OAU 

01490 412169 
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College of the Holy Spirit 



The College (built in 1851) is attached to the Cathedral 
of the Isles, Britain’s smallest Cathedral, and has 
recently undergone major restoration and 
refurbishment. 

It is set in several acres of woodland and gardens and is just 
5 minutes walk from the seafront. Warm and comfortable 
accommodation is provided with excellent home cooking. 
Some en-suite rooms are available, and there is provision for 
guests with disability. The "small but beautiful" island of 



at The Open Gate, Holy Island 
Cradle of Christianity 
Personal and group retreats 

Choose from our retreat programme or Living 
Spirituality / Emerging Church prospectus. 
Details from The Community of Aidan and Hilda, 
The Open Gate, Holy Island, Berwick-Upon-Tweed 
TD15 2SD. Tel: 01289 389222 
theopengate@theopengate.ndo.org.uk 
www.aidan.org.uk 



Cumbrae enjoys spectacular views of the surrounding 
mountains and islands and is renowned for its wild flowers 
and bird-life. Although enjoying an atmosphere of peace and 
quiet, the island is easily accessible by public transport, with 
a 10 minute ferry crossing from Largs and good connections 
by bus and train to and from Glasgow, including airports at 
Glasgow International and Prestwick. 

For further information about retreats and accommodation 
at The College of the Holy Spirit, please contact:- 
The Warden, College of the Holy Spirit, Millport, Isle of 
Cumbrae KA28 OHE.Tel: 01475 530353 
Fax: 01475 530204. 

Email: tccumbrae@argyll.anglican.org 



The Bath and Wells 
Diocesan Retreat House 




RETREATS 2004 

Feb. 23 - 27 'But the Bible says' 

Canon Trevor Dennis 

Mar. 19 - 21 Journey into Wholeness 

Canon Russell Bowman Eadie 
April 4 - 10 Holy Week Retreat 

Revd S Munns 8 House Team 
April 30 - May 2 The greening of the self 
Helen Stanton 

July 5-12 Prayer and Embroidery 

Mrs Janet Knox 8 Revd Michael Campling 
Aug 16 - 23 Prayer and Painting 

Revd Richard Martin and Mrs Lindsay Oliver 
No v. 22 to 26 Clergy pre-Advent Retreat 

Rt. Revd . Peter Price 

Nov 26 - 30 An Advent Pilgrimage 
Revd Jean Thom 

Dec 23 - 27 Christmas House Party 

House Staff 

Enquiries for the above and information about quiet 
days or to book your own retreat to: 

The Warden, Abbey House 
Glastonbury, Somerset BA6 8DH 

Tel: 01458 831112 

Email: info@abbeyhouse.org 
Website: www.abbeyhouse.org 



College of the Holq Spirit 
ITIillport, Isle of Cumbrae 

Holiday and Retreat House situated on the Isle of 
Cumbrae and attached to the Cathedral of 
The Isles, Britain’s smallest 
Cathedral. Open throughout the 
year to church groups and 
individuals for holidays, 
retreats,church weekends etc.. 

Retreats for 2004 include: 




2nd - 4th April Celtic spirituality - Philip Newell 
16th - 26th April Pilgrimage Week. 

10th - 14th May Hope in the Wilderness - a retreat 
with David Winter 

6th - 10th Sept A Retreat with Rabbi Lionel Blue. 
The Warden, The College, Millport, 

Isle of Cumbrae KA28 OHE 

Tel: 01475 530353 Fax: 01475 530204 

Email : tccumbrae @ argyll.anglican.org 

Registered Charity No. SC023281 



RE: Treat 

Are you thinking about spring cleaning? The new year 
urges us to have a good tidy and clear out the debris of 
the past. When it's done, the house positively sparkles! 
The house has then had a real 'treat'. But what about 
you? Maybe a trip to the hairdressers or the sales would 
be a treat. Thinking about joining the gym for a 'new 
you'? But what about the 



inside bits - the parts that 
get neglected and gather 
cobwebs? 

Here's an idea - how 
about a ReTreat? Get 
away from it all for a 
day, a weekend or a week. 
The family won't come to 
harm - maybe they'll 
appreciate you all the 
more. 

St Deny's - Ivy House in 
Warminster has a 
programme of day events 
and longer Retreats. 

You'll find a warm 
welcome, good food and a 
bit of peace. 

Time to turn out your 
inside cupboards and 
drawers to return home 
positively sparkling for 
God. 

Please call: 

01985 214824 

for further details. 



‘suffer us not to 
be separated’ 

a day to experience T S Eliot's great 
poem, Ash Wednesday, in a meditative 
way. 

with Barbara Vallacott 
Sat 28th Feb 10am - 4.30pm £35 

Please phone to book: 01235 848433 
The Abbey Sutton Courteney 
Abingdon Oxon 0X14 4AF 

Registered Charity No. 278687 
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Shallowford 

House 



Set in the heart of 
picturesque Staffordshire 
A Christian Centre for Spiritual renewal, refreshment and relaxation 

Approved Disabled Facilities, with wheelchair and special diets available 

OPEN PROGRAMME 2004 

Lichfield Diocesan Retreat and Conference Centre 

8th - 10th March £90 Trees of Healine - 
A Spirtualit y for the N ew Creadon ’ 

(A John Young Foundation Retreat) 
led by Revd. John Johansen-Berg 
12th - 14th March 2004 £105 “ The Enneaeram & Spirituality " 
Discovering your Type 
led by Veronica Whitty 

13th - 15th August 2004 £90 ‘The Bishop's Retr e a t’ 

‘Going Deeper into God’ 
led by The Rt Revd. Alan Smith 
Bishop of Shrewsbury 

16th - 23rd August 2004 £230 “ Poetry . Pointing and Prayer ” 

A week of relaxation. Reflection and recreation 
(A CARM retreat) led by 

Chaplain: Revd. Canon Owen Vigeon Poetry Tiitor: Dr. Sara Serpell 
Painting l\itor: Revd. Margaret Stein 

For further information on any of the above please contact: 

The Warden at Shallowford House, 

Shallowford, STONE, Staffs ST 15 ONZ 

Tel: 01785 760233 Fax: 01785 760390 

Email: warden@shallowfordhouse.freeserve.co.uk 



The Cenacle 



48 Victoria Road, Netley 
Abbey, Southampton 
S031 5DQ 

Tel: 023 8045 3718 

e-mail. 

cenacle.netley@virgin.net 

• Available for individually 
guided and private 
retreats throughout the 
year 

• 30 day Spiritual Exercises 
can be arranged any time 
of the year 

• silence throughout the 
house 

• all welcome regardless of 
denomination or religion 

• small and homely house 

• predominantly organic 
food 

• ail six bedrooms en-suite 

• situated in ideal location 

• also offer Spiritual 
Direction, Counselling, 
19th Annotation Retreats 




Llangasty 
R etneat House 

1954 to 2004 

Fifty Years of Faith and Progress 

A place of peace and Christian hospitality 
and used regularly by groups and 
individuals, the Retreat House is 
surrounded by the beautiful scenery and wild life of the Brecon Beacons National Park. 
With views across Llangors Lake to the western edge of the Black Mountains, the large 
gardens alow guests the opportunity to absorb the tranquil surroundings. 

The 2004 Programme has the overall title Be Still, inspired by the well-known hymn “Be 
Still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.” During the year there will be 
opportunities to reflect on the themes “In Him no sin is found”, “The power of the Lord is 
moving in this place”, “The presence of the Lord is here”, “The glory of the Lord is shining 
all around”, and :He comes to cleanse and heal”, while Margaret Silf will be leading “At 
Sea with God”, based on her latest book. 

Three of the Diocesan Bishops of the Church in Wales are among the excellent leaders we 
will be welcoming. There are music, painting, walking, journaling, and many day retreats 
on offer. 

Llangasty can accommodate up to 28 guests. There are 8 twin and 6 single bedrooms in 
the main house (which includes two downstairs bedrooms with en-suite disabled 
facilities). The bungalow (3 twin rooms) has a small conference room and is particularly 
suitable for small groups. We look forward to welcoming you... 

Contact: Llangasty Retreat House, Llangasty, Brecon, Powys LD 3 7 PJ 

Tel: 01874 658250 E-mail: Uangasty.rh@btconnect.com Website: www.Uangasty.co.uk 



Swann Castle Cenrn 

Whitby, Ncwtb Yoxksbme Y021 3QN 
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'Roots, Rhythm & 
Relationships" 

Insights from Celtic Spirituality 

Monday 15 to Friday 19 March 2004 

Led by Reverend Ray Simpson, Author 
and Guardian on the Community of 
Aidan and Hilda, Lindisfarne 

Full Board Cost from: £195 

For further information 
telephone: 01947 600051 

www.sneatoncastle.co.uk 




Take a Longer 
View on Life 

Set in 280 acres of Exmoor coast with a working 
farm and miles of woodland walks. 

Bring your Church or just yourself 
to Worship, to Relax, to Learn, to Refresh. 

The international Community is here to 
• serve God by serving you. 



rT^T Christian Solidarity Worldwide 

9-1 3 February 27-29 February 

Chris Idmondson and training Key speakers from Parliament and CSW, 
consultant Andree Freeman, This is an important event to see how our 
wilt examine how leadership can family around die world is living and dying 

learn to \md in a susM«able w&yjj| |pllB I 

Full board* Please call for prices and discounts* 

Call for your free colour brochure 

0800 389 1 1 89 Lee (£ 1 ) Abbey 

Lee Abbey Lynton . North Devon EX35 6JJ 

relaxO^ LeeAbbey.org.uk www.LeeAbbey.org.uk Conference. Retreat Ft Holiday Mn tre 



offa bouse 

The Coventry Diocesan Retreat House and 
Conference Centre. 

Offchurch, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV33 9AS 
Tel: 01926 423309 offahouse@btconnect.com 
www.offahouseretreat.co.uk 

You are invited to our 2004 Programme 

Mon 16 Feb Introductory Myers Briggs Day 
Rev Christine Pollard. 

Tues 2 Mar "My OK Self" Workshop with Maureen 
Marston SP 

Fri 5 - Sun 7 Mar "A Still Small Voice" Lent Retreat 
with John Gerrity. (of Simeon 8 John) 

Mon 26 April Myers Briggs "Spirituality & Shadow 
Day" Rev. Christine Pollard. 

Fri 7 May Workshop "Spirituality and the Environment" 
with John & Chris Polehill. 

Fri 28 - Sun 30 May "A touch of Pentecost: healing of 
body, mind and spirit."Rev Paul & Diana Hunt. 
Thursday 10 June Evening workshop "Growing People 
in Churches: a dialogue between Christian believing 
and the work of Carl Rogers" With Richard Worsley 
Mon 28 June "Making Prayer Real" workshop with 
Rev Diana Farner 

Fri 30 July - Wed 5 Aug Individually Guided 

Retreat Rev Andrew De Smet, Tina Lamb, Jessie 
Spreadbury. 

Thurs 26 Aug - Thurs 2 Sept Painting and Prayer 
Retreat Tutor Eric Dickens, Chaplain Rev John 
Hawkins. 

Also monthly Quiet Days, contact us for details. 
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JANUARY 

Sat 31 COOKHAM DEAN 

Bingo, Bangers & Mash (in aid 
of St John the Baptist Church), 
Cookham Dean School 7.30pm. 
Tickets 01628 478248. 

FEBRUARY 

Sun 1 AMERSHAM Candle- 
mass: communion service with 
candlelit procession, St 
Michael’s Church 4pm. 01494 
726680. 

Sat 7 SLOUGH Euphonium 
and piano recital, 12 noon St 
Mary’s Church, Church St. Free 
(retiring collection); refreshments. 
Sun 8 OXFORD (and every 2nd 
Sunday of month) Servicio en 



For more 
What’s On 
listings see 
our website 

www.oxford.anglican.org 



Espanol (con Santa Comunion) 
3.30pm St Mary the Virgin 
University Church, High St. 

Tue 10 OXFORD Christ 
Church Cathedral, opening cer- 
emony for Tortured Humanity’ 
statue (to stand in Cathedral in 
Lent) by Romanian sculptor 
Doru Marculescu, 3.30pm. See 
also Courses. 

Sat 14 SLOUGH Organ 
recital, 12 noon St Mary’s 
Church, Church St. Free (retir- 
ing collection); refreshments. 
Sat 14, Sun 15 OXFORD 
Snowdrop Days, churchyard, St 
James, Beauchamp Lane, Cowley. 
Sat 10.30am-4.30pm; Sun 2.30- 
4.30pm. Refreshments, old pho- 
tograph display in church (also 
21-22 Feb). 

Thu 19 CROWELL Illustrated 
lecture on history of art, ‘The 
Human Condition’, £6 inc glass 
of wine. Crowell Church 
7.30pm. 01844 353548. 

Sat 21 SLOUGH Music for 
tuba and euphonium, 12 noon St 
Mary’s Church, Church St. Free 
(retiring collection); refreshments. 
Sat 21, Sun 22 OXFORD 
Snowdrop Days, churchyard, St 
James, Beauchamp Lane, 
Cowley. Sat 10.30am-4.30pm; 
Sun 2.30-4.30pm. Refreshments, 
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photograph display in church. 

Fri 27 FINGEST Healing serv- 
ice with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15 am. 01491 571231. 

Fri 27 ROTHERFIELD 
PEPPARD Music from St 
Petersburg (a capella ensemble), 
All Saints’ Church 8pm. 
Refreshments; retiring collec- 
tion. 0118 972 2844. 

Sat 28 SLOUGH Brass quar- 
tet, 12 noon St Mary’s 
Church. Free (retiring collec- 
tion); refreshments. 

MARCH 

Sat 6 ETON Stuart Singers 
concert (in aid of Domey Parish 
- Eton College Project), Eton 
College School Hall 7.30pm. 
Tickets 01628 662823. 

Sat 6 SLOUGH Soprano and 
piano recital, 12 noon St Mary’s 
Church. Free (retiring collec- 
tion); refreshments. 

Mon 8 OXFORD Local Affirm- 
ing Catholicism meeting, Mag- 
dalen College, 6pm Sung Eucharist 
in chapel; 7pm supper; 8pm Bishop 
Richard: The Church of England 
and the Gay Issue’. Booking need- 
ed for supper; 01865 276027, 
<michael.piret@ madg.ox.ac.uk> 



Thu 11 ASTON ROWANT 

Illustrated lecture on history of 
art, ‘The Human Condition’, £6 
inc. glass of wine. SS Peter & 
Paul Church 7.30pm. 01844 
353548. 

Sat 13 WING All Saints’ 
Church Quiz Evening, Village 
Hall 8pm, £2.50 per person; 
bring your own refreshments. 
01296 688265. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 

95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



Services at Christ 
Church i 



Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11,15am Sans Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays: 
5.35pm, 6pm Sung 
Eucharist). Wednesdays 
only: 1,05pm Holy 
Communion. 



Courses 

Mon 2 Feb Old 
Testament Study Group 

(Joshua to Kings, Mondays 
9-1 lam in Bicester). Revd 
Mike Butterworth, 0186S 
208259 or 01869 2409342 . 

Sat 7 Feb ‘Could it be 
You?* Vocations Day, 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, £15. 
Vicky Bancroft , tel. 01865 
274205 , 

www. wycliffe. ox.ac.uk. 

Thu 26 Feb ‘Tortured 
Humanity’ Seminars 

(Thursdays in Lent) start 
Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford, 8pm. Very Revd 
Nicholas Coulton , 01865 
276278. 

St Albans & Oxford 
Ministry Course Summer 
Modules start April at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon, Tuesday 
evenings. Gill Prat ley, 
SAOMC, Diocesan Church 
House , tel. 01865 208260. 

Sat 28 Feb Jesus and His 
World Day Conference, Revd 
Dr Peter Walker. Wycliffe 
Hall, Oxford, £16. Jeanette 
Sears, tel. 01865 274212, 

< www. wycliffe. ox.ac. uk>. 



5-7 March Church 
Mission Society Confer 
ence Let’s Get Moving: 
Together in Mission to all the 
World, High Leigh, 
Hoddesdon. Jane Fulford, tel. 
0118 969 5039, <jane. ful- 
ford@htinternet.com>. 

Notices 

Hymn books available 

Hymns Ancient & Modern 
Revised New Standard: 79 words 
only, 48 melody, 10 harmony, 2 
large print. Viviane Hall, tel 
01869 338225, <viviane@achall. 
globalnet. co. uk >. 

Itoo part-time posts vacant 
Horspath After School Club 
Venue: Horspath Methodist 
Chapel and Meeting Place 

1. Play Supervisor (14 hours pw 
@£8. 50/hour) 

2. Play Worker (12 hours pw @ 
£6. 50/hour) 

Full details, contact Shirley Flack 
01865 872616 
Church Manager 

Wesley Memorial Methodist Church, 
New Inn Hall St Oxford 
Energetic, computer literate person, 
managerial experience, 
needs to manage premises and coor- 
dinate staff. 20 hours pw £13,500 pa 
Contact Church Office for applica- 
tion form 01865 243216; churchof- 
fice@wesleymem.org.uk 



Prayer Diary: 1 February to 7 March 



7 will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, for 
ever; with my mouth I will make known your 
faithfulness to all generations'. Psalm 89:1 

Let us pray to God our Father for: 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
Sun 1 Burnham and Slough Deanery as all the 
parishes explore new ways of working togeth- 
er in clusters for enhanced harnessing of 
resources for ministry and mission. Those 
exploring cutting edge deanery wide min- 
istries with people of other faiths, with the 
statutory and voluntary sector, with schools, 
hospitals and places of work, and among 
• the disadvantaged. Area dean - David 
Miell: synod lay chairman - Janet Piggott; 
industrial chaplain - John Nicholson; com- 
munity chaplain - Allen Walker; licensed lay 
minister - Michael Wilcockson; licensed lay 
worker - Norman Critchell; ecumenical rep- 
resentative - Alan Bignell; deaf chaplain - 
Roger Williams. 

Mon 2 CANDLEMAS - THE PRESENTA- 
TION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 
Christ Church Cathedral, for the Dean and 
Chapter and those who support their work. 
The ministry to visitors in all churches. Those 
whose maintain churches and church proper- 
ty, including those with responsibility on 
the Diocesan Buildings and Glebe 
Committees. Those responsible for building 
projects that support the mission of the 
church in the community. 

Tue 3 Vocations Fellowship Evening at 
Diocesan Church House. The work of the 
diocesan vocations network, chairman Hilary 
Unwin, all vocations advisers. 

Wed 4 Slough: clergy - Mike Cotterell, 
" Margaret Harper; licensed lay ministers - 
Richard Cholawo, Jim Dashper; lay worker - 
Rebecca Gill, Wilson Gill. Langley Marish 
Team Ministry: clergy - Jeremy Hurst, Bruce 
Russell, Christopher Hanson; licensed lay 
minister - Bill Birmingham. 

. Thu 5 West Slough Team Ministry: clergy - 
Jan Cotman, Susan Smith, Nick Plant, Chris 
Collinge; licensed lay ministers - Bob 
Saunders, Connie Shaw. Wexham: clergy - 
George Farmer, Alan Bignell. 

Fri 6 Iver St Peter: clergy - Brian Skinner, 
Tony Holmes, Anthony Williams, Kathleen 
Wilson; licensed lay minister - Brian Griffiths. 



Iver Heath: licensed lay minister - John 
Mitchell. 

Sat 7 Stoke Poges: clergy - Harry Latham; 
youth worker - Yann Dubreuil; licensed lay 
minister - Richard Rooley. Upton-cum 
Chalvey Team Ministry: clergy - David Miell, 
Derek West, Andreas Loewe. 

THE THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
Sun 8 NATIONAL MARRIAGE WEEK 
Mon 9 For General Synod beginning today 
and the diocesan members. 

Tue 10 Burnham Team Ministry: clergy - 
Simon Brown, Olivia Graham, Mervyn Eden, 
Alan Dibden, Tom Hewson, Rosie Hewson. 
Farnham Royal with Hedgerley, Farnham 
Common: clergy - Graham Saunders, Stanley 
Bedwell, Gordon Brigg 
Wed 11 Riverside: clergy - Bill Knight, Peter 
Abrahams, Carylle Deamer, Paul Reynolds, 
John Harper; licensed lay ministers - Alison 
Hassall, Beryl Walters, John Hazelden, Rhoda 
Hazelden; youth worker - Kathryn Campbell. 
Thu 12 Deddington Deanery. All parishes as 
we discuss diocesan strategy and what this 
might mean in the deanery, specifically that 
we might build on existing goodwill and 
cooperation across parish and benefice 
boundaries. Also for the strengthening of chil- 
dren’s ministry and all working in this field. 
Area dean - John Stroyan; synod lay chair- 
man - Stephen Corsby; youth workers: ecu- 
menical representative - Hazel Scarr. 

Fri 13 Bloxham with Milcombe and 
South Newington: clergy - John Stroyan, 
Derek Witchell; licensed lay minister - David 
Exham. Bodicote: clergy - Ben Phillips; 
licensed lay ministers - Brian Gardner, 
George Walker. 

Sat 14 Shire’s Edge: clergy - Pat Freeth, 
Lynda Alcock. Deddington with Barford, 
Clifton and Hempton: clergy - Hugh White. 
THE SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 
Sun 15 The youth work of the diocese: 
Diocesan Youth adviser - Ian Macdonald: the 
fulltime and volunteer workers: 
Sonning Deanery youth camp at Sunbury and 
all plans for the year. 

Mon 16 Ironstone: clergy - Jeffrey Chard, 
Pamela Smith; licensed lay minister - 
John Straw. 

Tue 17 The visit of Bishop Colin to deanery 
synod / churchwardens to discuss how we can 



‘Shape the Future Together’. 

Wed 18 Wykeham: clergy - Timothy 

Wimbush, Keith Walklate. 

Thu 19 Adderbury: clergy - Stephen Fletcher, 
Hazel Scarr; licensed lay ministers - Basil 
Briggs. Banbury Group Ministry: clergy - 
Monica Mills, David Jackson, Fr Bruce 
Walles, Janet Chapman, Edward Coombs; 
licensed lay minister - R. Verrall, Dennis 
Smith; Church Army - C. Taylor. 

Fri 20 The Diocesan Board of Education 
staff and the schools which they advise 
and support: assistant directors - Gordon 
Joyner, Leslie Stephen: advisers - Gillian 
Allison, Jo Fageant, Lyn Field. For those 
effected by the vacancies. 

Sat 21 Newbury Deanery. For those who min- 
ister in rural areas and particularly for lay ini- 
tiatives. For those who are seeking new ways 
to bring the gospel to ‘unchurched’ areas. 
Area dean - Tom Moffat; synod lay 
chairman - Chris Watts. 

THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 
Sun 22 The Diocesan Board for Stewardship, 
Training, Evangelism and Ministry staff and 
the resources they provide for ordained and 
lay ministries: director - Keith Lamdin; 
deputy Jenny Hyson. 

Mon 23 Beedon and Peasemore with West 
Ilsley and Farnborough: clergy - Antonia 
Cretney, Denise Brown, Timothy Astin. 
Brightwalton with Catmore, Leckhampstead, 
Chaddleworth and Fawley: clergy - 

John Townend. 

Tue 24 SHROVE TUESDAY St Matthias. 
Chieveley with Winterbourne and Oare: cler- 
gy - John Toogood. Eastbury with East 
Garston: clergy - William Stewart; licensed 
lay minister - Angela Gosden. 

Wed 25 ASH WEDNESDAY Lent 
study courses. 

Thu 26 Greenham: clergy - John Clarke; 
licensed lay minister - Brian Jones. Hermitage 
Team Ministry: clergy - John Coombs, Tony 
Lynn, Jean Herrick; licensed lay ministers - 
Richards Betts, James Penglase, John Davies 
Fri 27 Hungerford with Denford: clergy - 
Andrew Sawyer. Kintbury with Avington St 
Mary the Virgin: clergy - Sally Welch; 
licensed lay ministers - Geoff Maddox, 
Matthew Cookson. 

Sat 28 Lambourn: clergy - William Stewart. 



Newbury Team Ministry: clergy - David 
Stone, Edward Hobbs, Brian Pritchard, 
Bernard Dagnall, Anthony Howe, John 
Lewis, John Wall; licensed lay ministers - 
Elizabeth Pook, Jane Sutton. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
Sun 29 All those clergy whose names have 
been omitted from the diary by editorial error, 
including David and Nancy Wallace, or 
because their details were not in the parish 
database, especially our non-parochial clergy. 
Mon March 1 Welford with Wickham and 
Great Shefford, Boxford and Stockcross: cler- 
gy - Nigel Sands. West Woodhay with 
Enborne, Hamstead Marshall, Inkpen and 
Combe: clergy - Julie Ramsbottom, Charles 
Pakenham, Ian Blyth. 

Tue 2 Shaw cum Donnington: clergy - Brian 
Taylor, Buff Forbes Stone; youth worker - 
Matthew Stevens. Thatcham and Dunston 
Park LEP: clergy - Tom Moffat, Moira Astin, 
Martin Robbins, Marion Fontaine: 
evangelist - David Scurr; licensed lay minister 

- Dorothy Dingle. 

Wed 3 Diocesan Finance and ICT Department; 
PCC Treasurers and Stewardship Recorders. 
Understanding of our financial responsibility 
for the Church and an appropriate response. 
Thu 4 World Book Day. All providers and 
distributors of Bibles and Christian resources, 
especially diocesan projects to support access 
to Christian literature throughout the world. 
Fri 5 Women’s World Day of Prayer. That the 
ecumenical services will be part of developing 
links of Christian witness and service in the 
community. 

Sat 6 Churches Together groups and all in 
leadership in Local Ecumenical Partnerships. 
Diocesan Ecumenical Officers - Tessa 
Lawton, Vivien Brooks, Tony Dickinson, 
Richard Cattley; County Ecumenical Officers 

- Bede Gerrard, Honor Alleyne, Douglas 
Butterfield, Mary Cotes. 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
Sun 7 The Diocese of Kimberley and 
Kuruman and development of the companion 
relationship with Oxford Diocese: link coor- 
dinator - Nick Molony. Members and work 
of the Council for Partnership in World 
Mission: chairman - Martin Peirce; mission 
agencies’ representatives. 
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New Lent books for meditation and study 



STEPHEN 



COTTRELL 



ZONDERVAN 



£8.99 



This Lent , the Revd Richard Thomas , 
Communications Director for the Diocese of 
Oxford has chosen two very different books for 
review. The first is the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's Lent Book , written by Stephen 
Cottrell (, Bishop of Reading designate. This is 
clearly written with group study and Lent 
Courses in mind. The second is the little BRF 
Book , x The Harmony of Heaven ' which is writ- 
ten with individ- 
1 1 THIRST ua j mec lj a tj on anc j 

prayer in mind. 
THE fact that 
the author is to 
, be the next 
Bishop of 

Reading is prob- 
ably enough to commend its sales in the 
Diocese. But this book should be read on its 
merits. Its structure is designed for group study 
in Lent. The six chapters fit the six weeks of 
Lent, and each chapter is followed by questions 
for discussion, a section for individual and 
group reflection, and prayers. There is a small 
introduction on how to use the book. I particular- 
ly liked the prayer for the keeping of a Holy Lent, 
and were I a parish priest, I would be tempted to 
use it at every service in Lent as part of the liturgy. 

Stephen follows the passion story of John’s 
Gospel, taking us deep into the loving heart of 
Christ - the Christ who, from the Cross, cries 
out ‘I Thirst’. This is not merely a human cry 



for a drink, but a divine thirst for the healing of 
a suffering world. Love itself is thirst - thirst 
for the other, for the well-being of the other, for 
intimacy with the other, without boundaries 
and without qualifications. And if God is Love 
- not just ‘Loving’, but Love itself - then he 
thirsts for each one of us. To be thirsty is to 
need. And God’s need of prophetic justice is 
not an intellectual decision, but a need that 
cannot be met without our own response. 

‘Lord, when did we see you thirsty’? The 
question provokes a number of practical 
responses peppered through the book. 
Christian learning is not a matter of intellectu- 
al knowledge, though it certainly requires that; 
Christian learning is done in the practical 
response to God’s thirst for justice, love, and 
compassion. Water Aid is championed, and indi- 
vidual fasting is encouraged. No matter how 
much each of us might know about water; 
knowledge alone can do nothing for thirst. 
Only when we offer water to the thirsty will we 
have learned what it is to meet the thirst of God. 
The DOOR has five sets of two of Canon 
Cottrell’s books -Travelling Well and Praying 
through Life - to give away. Copies will be sent 
to the first five names pulled out of the hat 
after 20 February. To enter send your name and 
address to Prize Draw, The Door, Church House, 
North Hinksey Lane. Oxford, 0X2 ONB with 
your name and address. Names of the winners 
will be published in the March DOOR. 



New Hollywood mini-series fails to impress 



JESUS’ life, death and resurrection are hardly 
new entrants to the Hollywood stable. This 
example, a two part mini-series soon to be 
released on DVD and video, maintains the 
dubious tradition of west coast accents, 
Dynasty-hairdos and flip-flops. 

Jeremy Sisto portrays Jesus with 
enthusiasm and an unlikely set of 
marble white teeth. Gary Oldman 
brings his trademark quirky menace 
to Pontius Pilate, and there are 
numerous other star turns. It’s like 
Jesus of Nazareth without the 
weighty theology! 

A half-hearted approach to histori- 
cal authenticity is hardly surprising 
given the film’s commercial aspira- 



tions; it cost $20 million to make. But look out 
for the crowd scenes in which all the extras 
have a realistic middle-eastern appearance 
while the leads give the impression that 
Hollywood has landed perm-side-up in 1st 
Century Judea. 

Having said that, the produc- 
tion looks great and is well 
thought out and undemanding. If 
you don’t expect too much you 
won’t be disappointed. 

Philip Hind 
Web Editor, 
Diocesan Church House 

Jesus is released by Time Life 
Video on 15th March 2004 






Nectar Ease 



the Aches & Pains honey... ff 



Joint problems? ...Now an even easier way to 
join the thousands of people enjoying natural 
Nectar Ease, a unique and delicious blend of 
New Zealand’s finest active Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom. 

Tty a 1 week trial pack of Nectar Ease Honey & Nectar Ease Balm 

for FREE! 



Simply send a cheque for £2 Postage & Packaging to: 

Nectar Ease UK Ltd, 1 Bradfield Road, South Ruislip, Middlesex HA4 ONU 
or phone your order in on FREEPHONE 0800 7830942 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 



A Free weeks trial 
of Nectar Ease 
Honey & Balm, 
just send £2 for 
the p & p. 





THE HARMONY OF 


jgp ||jflW 


HEAVEN: MUSICAL 


h JgHp 1 1 
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GORDON GILES 




BRF: £7.99 
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THIS is my own personal favourite for Lent. 
‘Someone recently asked me when I felt 
closest to God’, writes Stephen Cottrell in ‘I 
Thirst’. ‘There are many answers I could have 
given: listening to music has always been an 
intensely spiritual experience for me’. And in 
‘The Harmony of Heaven’, Gordon Giles, a 
former Succentor of St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
takes a piece of music for each day of Lent, 
and meditates on its meaning. 

This really is an intense spiritual experi- 
ence. We begin on Ash Wednesday with 
Allegri’s Miserere, and move through Haydn, 
Elgar, Durufle, Faure, Britten, and a host of 
others - the richness of the list is overpower- 
ing. Find me a Church where, each day, for 
just half an hour in the evening, I can sit in 
silence with my fellow Christians, listen to 
the music set for that day, and quietly medi- 
tate on Gordon Giles’ beautifully written 
words, and I will come. Each short medita- 
tion ends with a prayer, a suggestion for read- 



Hangrton 

Care Home (16 Bedrooms) 
With Nursing (20 Bedrooms) 




Qualified staff with 24 hour care. 
Pleasant rooms for single occupancy 
or married couple 

★ LIFT ★ CALL BELLS 
★ EN-S UITES 

Comfortable rooms at sensible prices 

(01608) 658233 

Station Road, Kingham, Oxon 



Nature's Healing Sting 

The healing properties of the Manuka tree have 
long been a traditional part of New Zealand 
folklore. Manuka Honey has been shown to have 
very powerful antibacterial properties. In the 
modern world, honeybee venom has found uses 
in treating arthritis and other inflammatory 
diseases. Honeybee venom contains at least 18 
active substances. Melittin, the most prevalent of 
these is one of the most potent anti-inflammatory 
agents known (100 times more potent than 
hydrocortisol). Nectar Ease is a unique blend of 
Manuka honey and venom. As the venom is 
ingested and dispersed through the bloodstream 
rather than as one hit at a site, it also means that 
this treatment is available to most people 
although a gradual build up if dose size is 
recommended. Recent clinical trials carried out on 
patients with Arthritis, confirmed what customers 
have been saying for years - that the careful 
blend of Manuka honey and venom may help 
reduce joint pain. Nectar Ease can be taken on its 
own or as a supplement to current therapies. 
CLinton Lammas 
UK Director, Nectar Ease UK Ltd. 



ing, and other musical suggestions. 

This book is not an educational book. It is 
deeper and richer than that. It wells up from 
a spirituality that is formed in meditation and 
prayer. Anyone who loves music and wishes 
to deepen their spirituality will love this 
book. This passage, written to Paul Dukas’ 
The Sorcerer’s Apprentice, appealed particu- 
larly to me: ‘Human beings are just as inter- 
ested in sorcery, magic and witchcraft as they 
were in the first century. This is the same old 
story, with the cauldron fuelled by renewed 
imagination, technology, globalization and 
money. These are recurring themes and 
ancient realities. And wherever there is a 
whiff of witchcraft, there will be witch- 
hunters. Yet, in Christ, there is no darkness, 
and if we enter dark places with Christ as our 
light, we can identify evil, and have no fear 
of it.’ 

Yes! To sit quietly, listening each day to a 
different piece of music chosen by someone 
who so obviously knows their stuff, reading 
the wisdom of a priest whose prayer is 
formed by the music he loves, is just wonder- 
ful refreshment for the soul. This Lent I don’t 
want to be taught. I want to be nourished. If 
Classic FM were to take this book and play 
the music, read the short reading, and allow 
space for prayer, they would probably triple 
their listeners. There are only two words for 
me that can be said about this book. Buy it. 





National 
Fruit Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft, and (many on M27 4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, 
Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

Lots of NEW Special Offers 

FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Tel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 

t Email: deacons. nursery@ 
btopenworld 
.com 



VOCAL ENSEMBLE 





LYRA 



: FROM 

| ST. PETERSBURG 
RUSSIA 



Chants of Russian Orthodox 
Church and folk songs by a 
highly acclaimed, prize- 
winning group of singers. 

Sunday 7th March 2004 at 

St. Lawrence Church, West Wycombe at 7.30 p.m. 

Tickets: £10 per person, (£8 for St. Lawrence ‘Friends’ 
& Concessions) including light refreshments. From 
Paul’s Newsagents, West Wycombe Village Store, or 
Tel: 01494 535590 




Tel: 0800 7830942 



Proceeds to 
St. Lawrence 
Church Trust. 

Registered Charity 
No. 1063601 









World Church 



Fighting against 
child slavery 

The Archbishop of Sydney, the Most Revd 
Peter Jensen, on the UN’s battle against 
the slave trade 

2004 is the International Year to Commemorate the 
Struggle against Slavery. The UN launch ceremony was held 
at Cape Coast, Ghana, an area that was once one of the most 
active centres for the international slave trade. 

The trafficking in human beings, ripped from their families 
and homelands and transported far away to work at the 
mercy of those who bought and thenceforth owned them, is 
one of the greatest blots on recorded human history. That 
some from the so-called civilised world would, without com- 
punction or conscience, buy and sell others, who were equal- 
ly bearers of the dignity of the image of the Creator, beggars 
belief and brings shame upon the whole human race. 

So in 2004 we are to remember the achievements of those 
people of conscience, many of them impelled by their strong 
evangelical Christian commitment, who worked for the aboli- 
tion of the slave trade and the emancipation of slaves. 

In English history, two names associated with the slavery 
abolitionist movement were William Wilberforce and his 
younger colleague, Thomas Fowell Buxton. Both were evan- 
gelical Christians aware of their obligation to preach the 
gospel of the saving death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Yet their Christian commitment drove them also to seek the 
good of their fellow humans, to work for justice and the relief 
of human misery. 

But 2004 is not simply a year of commemoration for noble 
acts done two centuries ago. There is overwhelming evidence 
that the same shameful, sinful trafficking in human flesh is 
widely prevalent today. In this century we know the term 
'child slaves'. The horror of it! That children are slaves used 
for sexual exploitation, as armed soldiers and as household 
and agricultural labourers is this century's shame. There are 
children tied to looms so they can't escape for the carpet 
industry in South Asia and some Middle Eastern countries. 

What can be done about it? There is an international 
group called the Anti-Slavery Society. Visit its web site at 
www.anti-slaverysociety.org and become informed of this 
global problem. 

Remember this well. No-one owns anyone else, either as a 
chattel or a slave. But we all belong to God, our Creator and 
Saviour who will one day call us to account for our sins, 
both of commission and omission. 

*"This article originally appeared in the Sun Herald, Australia 
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TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL a FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



Make a difference in an instant 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, was delighted 
to become a Patron of the Meningitis Trust earlier this year and 
looks forward to being part of the tremendous work the Trust 
does to support individuals' and families affected by the disease. 
Today, the Meningitis Trust is calling on church groups and parish 
members in the South West to join in their 10th anniversary 
Coffee Break celebrations. Funds raised from Coffee Break events 
will help the Meningitis Trust raise awareness of the disease and 
how to spot it, as well as funding specialist services to support 
people whose lives have been changed forever by meningitis. 
Event Organiser Greg Evans said: “Were encouraging people to 
hold their own Coffee Break event at any time on or around 
March 5. Some people may like to hold a more steamy Coffee 
Break event in the evening. We certainly don't mind - whatever 
tickles your fancy. The point is every penny raised from every 
Coffee Break will help us fight a disease that continues to 
devastate peoples lives.” 

To register and receive a FREE Coffee Break event pack including 
the all-important complimentary jar of coffee - simply call: 

0&45 601 6936 or visit www.meningitis-trust.org 
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Make a difference in an instant 

Please help us in our fight against merwi^tb by hokfing 
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Our holy places: a 
view from the Clumps 



In the first of an occasion- 
al series in search of places 
in the Diocese of spiritual 
significance to individuals, 
author David Winter makes 
the case for the view from 
Wittenham Clumps. 

THE Wittenham Clumps are 
prominent landmarks in south 
Oxfordshire. You can see them 
from the train between Cholsey 
and Didcot, two rounded 
hillocks with trees on top, for all 
the world like two Mohican 
heads, as a young man once sug- 
gested to me. They are favourite 
haunts of dog walkers and hik- 
ers, but even the most indolent, 
like me, can manage the walk 
and the view from the top of 
them is quite stunning. It’s like 
standing on a viewing tower 
over a particularly green part of 
the Thames valley - the Chilterns 
to the north-east, the Cotswolds 
far away to the west, the 
Ridgway to the south - and 
Didcot power station and the 
railway for those who prefer 
man-made artefacts. And 
through the whole scene two 
rivers trace their way until they 
meet, the Thames and the rather 
smaller Thame. 

All of that, of course, is just 
tourist talk, but the view from 
the Clumps offers a genuine 
insight into a wonderful moment 
in Christian history. It is possible 




David Winter's view from the Clumps to Dorchester on Thames. Photo by Frank Blackwell 



to sit on the hill and visualise the 
whole scene. The year is 635, 
and below you, in the little city 
of Dorcic, somewhere near 
where the two rivers come 
together, two kings met: Oswald, 
the Christian king of the Anglo- 
Saxons, and Cynegils, the pagan 
king of Wessex. They were meet- 
ing to finalise a marriage 
between Oswald and Cynegils’ 
daughter and - even more signif- 
icantly in the long term - for the 
Christian baptism of Cynegils 
himself. Oswald was to be his 
sponsor and bishop Birinus, who 
had brought the Gospel once 
again to this part of England, 



was to do the baptism. 

It’s strange to think, as you sit 
there and see the twenty-first 
century scene, that so much 
hinged on that single event 
somewhere below by the river- 
side. In one moment the present 
day Christian can encompass 
nearly fourteen centuries of his- 
tory. The consequences of that 
event can be seen by the specta- 
tor on the Clumps: many church 
towers and spires standing 
proudly above villages and 
towns, and the magnificence of 
Dorchester Abbey itself, built on 
the site of the Saxon church 
founded there by Birinus. 



For me this quiet spot and this 
magnificent view are constant 
reminders that we are the chil- 
dren of the past as well as the 
inheritors of the present. When 
current events - in the world, the 
nation or the Church - seem so 
overwhelming, they put things in 
a quite different perspective. The 
sacredness of the wide spaces 
below becomes for the watcher 
the sacredness of a single place 
and of a single moment. 

Do you have a treasured spiri- 
tual place in the Diocese? 
Please write in to The DOOR, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 ONB 




Yours is the day, yours also 
is the night; you established 
the lights and the sun. You 
have fixed all the bounds of 
the earth; you made summer 
and winter. 

Psalm 74:16,17 

THE notice in the doctor’s 
surgery enquired whether 
winter was getting me down. 
If it was, I’d apparently got 
SADS, Seasonal Affective 
Disorder Syndrome. Well, it’s 
always nice to have a name 
for something. Until then. I’d 
been thinking it was just the 
grey skies, the cold wind and 
the damp. Mind you, with 
my surname it’s not very 
kind to raise the question 
whether Winter is getting 
you down. On the whole, I’d 
sooner not know. But in any 
case, and whether we like it 
or not, season follows sea- 
son, and as smart teachers 



by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



used to say to me, thinking 
they were the only people to 
have read Shelley, ‘If Winter’s 
here, can Spring be far 
behind’. Without the rigours 
of winter, how would we 
appreciate the warmth and 
sunshine of spring? It makes 
you feel quite sorry for the 
deprived residents of 
Madeira and Barbados, 
doesn’t it? 

For the Christian there is 
the also the wonderful insight 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism^ 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Hope in the 
Wildemess(BRF). 



of the Psalmist. None of this 
is by accident. The Creator’s 
will brought into being a tiny 
planet where day follows 
night and summer (eventual- 
ly) follows winter; where har- 
vest follows seed-time, where 
birth follows conception, 
where laughter follows tears. 
There is a mystic rhythm to 
life on earth which is no 
accident, but part of the way 
the world is, or rather, part of 
the way the world was 
created to be. 

One expression of this 
rhythm is in the Church’s 
Calendar. This month we slip 
from Candlemas, and the end 
of the season of the 
Incarnation, through the 
preparatory weeks to Ash 
Wednesday and the first days 
of Lent. By then, we may 
have ash on our foreheads, 
but there should be daffodils 
in the churchyard. 
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